
AFFORDABLE  
HOUSING 

C R E A T I N G  
INDEPENDENCE 

PUBLIC  

SERVICE 

COLLEGE 2 

CAREER 

 

 
& 

 

Annual  
Charity Golf 

& Tennis 
Classic 

GUIDE TO 

IMPACT  
REPORT 

INSIDE 





 

 

 

 
Supporting individuals with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities since 1978. 

Visit us at svsinc.org 

 

 



LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 
Robert Irlen welcomes 
readers to the Annual 
Journal, discussing ban-
ner year and outcomes 
of HOPE’s mission 

ABOUT HOPE 
Look here for a snapshot 
of how HOPE changes 
lives in the community 

RESIDENT STORY 
Vernon Andrews:  
affordable housing  
creates independence 
and adventure 

MISSION MAKERS 
Join HOPE’s recurring 
gift program today and 
help to create more 
affordable homes for 
people with develop-
mental disabilities 
 
STUDENT LIFE 
Education is a path to 
greater independence 
for HOPE’s C2C  
residents 
 

 

EVENT DETAILS 
The basics: date, loca-
tion, and committee 
members  

4 

7 

2   HOPE         JOURNAL 2016   

LETTER FROM  
TOURNAMENT CHAIR 
Jim Artiano thanks spon-
sors and welcomes 
guests to Charity Golf & 
Tennis Classic 

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVTY 
Your outline to the day’s 
events 

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT 
Recognition of those 
that make this tourna-
ment possible 

SPONSOR LIST 
Tournament sponsors 
providing generous con-
tributions to ensure 
events financial success 

MASTER OF CEREMONY 
HOPE is once again delight-
ed to welcome Rob Fuku-
zaki as our emcee for this 
year’s event.   

OPPORTUNITY DRAWING 
Three amazing prize vaca-
tions for the lucky purchas-
ers of the selected tickets 

 

 
WELCOME TO IMPACT 
REPORT 
Note from the Executive 
Director, Kristin Martin, 
with recap of 80 by 18’ 
campaign, past success, 
and future activity 

RESIDENT’S ART IS  
THERAPY 
Robert’s passion for art 
leads to peace of mind and 
connection to his commu-
nity 

DONOR ROLL CALL 
Thank you to donors, foun-
dations, and corporate 
partners for empowering 
our mission 

8 

24 

22 

12 

32 

10 
26 

27 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE HOPE STORIES, PHOTOS, 
AND VIDEO  
Sign up for our newsletter at www.hope-homes.org. Also, follow us on 
LinkedIn or Facebook. We’d love to hear from you and continue the 
conversation! 

 
The printing of this Annual Journal & Tournament Guide was generously sponsored by So Cal 
Office Technologies. Find out about their wide range of products and services at www.socal-
office.com 

HIGHLIGHTS 2015/16 
A snapshot of achieve-
ments  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
A look into the fiscal 
health of HOPE 

MEET THE BOARD 
An introduction to the 
leadership team that 
guides our direction 
forward 

READY TO GIVE BACK 
Affordable housing 
leads to a life of civic 
engagement for Deaka 
McClain 

MARKETPLACE 
Find great vendors in 
your area that support 
the mission of HOPE 

What’s Inside 

15 

16 

18 

19 

33 

21 

28 

34 

35 

38 

 IMPACT REPORT 

 TOURNAMENT GUIDE 



JOURNAL 2016         HOPE   3 



Thank You! 
We would like to recognize our Board 

of Directors for their dedication and 

service to our cause.  

 

HOPE Board of Directors 

OFFICERS 

Bob Irlen, President 

Barbara Robinson, Vice President 

Rob Babek, Treasurer 

Nori Dempsey, Secretary 

MEMBERS 

James Artiano, Esq. 

Mead Duley 

Kelly Sutton 

Robert Wasserman 

Rhiannon Acree 

Sandra Teodoro 

 

HOPE Staff 

Kristin Martin, Executive Director 

Denise Fanelli, Associate Director 

Jennifer Byram, Fund Development 

Coordinator 

Charles DeCuir, Manager of Finance & 

Operations 

Ian Nevarez, Manager of Community 

Relations  

Inez Coquereau, Fund Development & 

Communications Associate 

Rosie Diaz, Project Manager 

Eileen Bock, Executive Assistant 

 

Contact Us 

Email: info@hope-homes.org 
Toll Free: (877) 311-HOPE 

Home Ownership for Personal  
Empowerment, Inc. is a 501(c)(3)  
organization that relies on the  
generosity of donors to sustain  
its mission and programs.   

(EIN# 33-0618316) 
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WELCOME to the latest edition of HOPE’s 

Annual Journal and Tournament Guide. As 

you will see by the material following this 

message, this has been a banner year for 

HOPE.  Under the leadership of HOPE’s 

Board of Trustees, its Executive Director, 

Kristin Martin, and an expanded senior 

staff, HOPE has aggressively enhanced its 

position as a leader in providing afforda-

ble housing for people with developmen-

tal disabilities. Thanks to the generosity 

of our donors and partnerships with mul-

tiple Regional Centers and cities within Los Angeles County we 

have been able to acquire funds necessary to enhance the pur-

suit of our mission. 

HOPE provides stability.  HOPE provides safety.  HOPE provides growth.  HOPE 

provides opportunity. Every year, we on the Board of Directors get an opportuni-

ty to meet with HOPE residents and hear their stories about how moving into 

HOPE housing has enriched their living experience and created greater inde-

pendence. This rejuvenates our commitment to continue to pursue new and chal-

lenging goals.  

So I urge you to get involved: anyone with contacts, with spare time, with a de-

sire to really make a difference. If you want to feel the satisfaction of seeing those 

individuals that HOPE serves living and taking pride in their homes, gaining 

greater self-sufficiency, doing their own cooking, cleaning their own homes, 

shopping and doing laundry independently…..if that gives you satisfaction, you 

can gain an awful lot by becoming involved with this organization. 

Thank you again to those who have provided past support and we look forward 

to your continued involvement as we move forward with our mission of fulfilling 

the dreams of the many developmentally disabled people who are still seeking a 

safe and affordable home.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert Irlen, President 

HOPE Board of Trustees 

Letter from the 
Board President 

Bob speaking at 

Casino Speedway 

fundraising event 
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SoCal Adult Services 

www.lifestepsfoundation.org  

Proudly Supports HOPE in their Annual 
Charity Golf & Tennis Classic 

LSF SoCal Adult Services assists clients in the South Bay Area 

to maximize their independence through the follow programs: 

     Independent Living 
     Supported Living 
     Parenting 
     Seaside Learning Center 

L I F E  S T E P S        F O U N D AT I O N  

For more information about our programs and how you can help, please contact:  

Kristine Engels       p: (562) 366-7133       kengels@lifestepsfoundation.org 
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OUR HISTORY 
HOPE was formed in 

1994 by Harbor Regional 
Center and a group of 

concerned parents who 
were worried about their 

children’s future   

OUR MISSION 
Create stable, affordable 
housing for people with 

developmental  
disabilities.  

OUR VISION 
HOPE envisions a future 
in which all people with 

disabilities can live 
where and with whom 

they choose in safe  
neighborhoods at  
affordable rents.   
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SOCIAL IMPACT 

The value of empowering individuals to live as active and 

contributing members of their community is at the very 

heart of HOPE. And there is no doubt—living a life as inde-

pendently as possible, and having a place to call home, 

changes people’s lives. 

HOPE partners with Regional Centers to offer a variety of 

housing programs. Regional Centers are private, nonprofit 

corporations that contract with the State Department of 

Developmental Services to provide or coordinate services 

and supports for individuals with developmental disabili-

ties that include autism, cerebral palsy, intellectual disabil-

ity, and epilepsy. 

Since 1995 HOPE’s programs have been allowing people 

with developmental disabilities to live a life they may have 

only dreamed about. Whether living in affordable housing, 

state-licensed group homes, or in a college dorm setting, 

HOPE’s tenants are making their dreams come true. 

Our Programs 
Affordable Rental Housing empowers developmentally disabled adults 

to live independently without the threat of social isolation or rising rents.  

Residents pay no more than 30% of their income toward rent that trans-

lates to around $300 per month. 

State-Licensed Residential Homes serve clients with more intensive 

medical and behavioral needs. Developed in partnership with area Re-

gional Centers, these homes are leased to select service providers.  Here, 

residents receive 24/7 care in a safe, comfortable home environment.   

College to Career (C2C) program provides housing for developmentally 

disabled adults attending a local Community College in pursuit of a certificate or associates degree.  HOPE currently 

owns four C2C properties, a five-unit apartment building, a single family home, and two new locations under renova-

tion just blocks from a community college, housing a total of 28 C2C students.  Services for C2C are provided in part-

nership with Harbor Regional Center, California Mentor, and Long Beach City College.  

HOPE’s client base is ex-
tremely diverse with     9% 
African American;     6% 
Asian American;     35% 
Caucasian;     36% Latino; 
and     14% Other. 

 

 

 

 

HOPE owns 120+ homes 
that serve Long Beach, 
South Bay, South Los An-
geles, San Gabriel Valley, 
the San Fernando Valley, 
and West Los Angeles.   

ABOUT  
HOPE 

  

HOPE Facts 



ernon Andrews lives in a HOPE home on a sleepy street in the Stearns Park community of Long Beach. His kindly, calm 

demeanor seems an appropriate fit for this quiet suburban neighborhood.  

At 53 years of age, Vernon is proud to disclose that he has lived independently for 26 years.  Early in 2016 though, prior to 

moving into his current HOPE home, this independence was at risk. Vernon found himself in a situation where he could no 

longer afford his market-rate apartment in Bellflower. “I needed to move because I couldn’t afford to pay rent over there,” he 

says. 

For many years Vernon’s mother helped him pay rent each month. Continued increases though put greater and greater pres-

sure on his aging parent’s fixed income. According to the National Low Income Housing 

Coalition, a medium priced 1-bedroom apartment in Los Angeles County is $1,154 per 

month. In order to afford this rent, an income earner must make $22.19 an hour. As time 

went by, Vernon’s rent finally hit a point where his mother could no longer financially 

support him to remain in his home.  

With limited options in finding a decent, affordable place to live on his own, Vernon 

turned to HOPE Inc. In May of 2016 an opening became available for Vernon to move into 

the two-bedroom house where he lives today with one other HOPE resident. The best part

-- he pays $232 on rent. This falls within 1/3 of his income.   

The stability of this housing empowers Vernon to continue to learn, grow, and develop to 

the fullest of his capabilities.   

A first impression of Vernon is misleading; because his gentle manner hides an inquisitive and adventurous spirit. After mov-

ing to his new home in Long Beach he wasted little time in venturing outdoors to explore. “My favorite place to go is the li-

brary,” Vernon says. He adds that he found the library, grocery store, and mall all on his own. He likes walking, bicycling, and 

riding the bus to find new places.   

Vernon had to start over learning about his new community since moving from his longtime neighborhood in Bellflower. His 

positive attitude viewed this challenge as an adventure.  
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Vernon Andrews: Affordable Housing Creates  
Independence and Adventure.  

Enjoying 

his new 

kitchen! 

Vernon’s 

home in 

Long Beach 

“I needed to 

move because I 

couldn’t afford to 

pay rent over 

there.” 

V 



Vernon loves his new home though, and says his favorite plac-

es are his bedroom and garden. He knows he doesn’t have a 

green thumb, so he doesn’t have any plants inside, but he en-

joys looking at the beautiful plants in the front yard.  

Vernon of course misses his old home, but feels he is settling 

in nicely and is apprecia-

tive of Harbor Regional 

Center for referring him 

to HOPE, his service pro-

viders at Life Steps Foun-

dation for assisting with 

the move, and HOPE for 

providing him with this 

opportunity to continue 

to live independently.  

What’s next to explore for 

Vernon? He says now that he has stable housing, he wants to 

once again find a job as a maintenance worker in his new city. 

His goal is to be a fully participating member of society, and 

HOPE is excited to support Vernon in reaching his full poten-

tial.  
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The stability of this 

housing empowers 

Vernon to continue to 

learn, grow, and de-

velop to the fullest of 

his capabilities.   

 

 
High quality medical, dental 
and mental health services 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 

MediCal & Medicare 
Welcome 

(310) 627-5850 

www.roadsfoudnation.org 
a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation 

121 S Long Beach Blvd. 
Compton CA 90221 

R.O.A.D.S. 
COMMUNITY CARE CLINIC  
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               RECURRING GIFT PROGRAM 

Commit to a gift of $10 or more per 
month to help build homes for people 

with developmental disabilities.  

Join today at: 
www.home-homes.org/mission-makers/ 



Detach and mail this form to 21231 Hawthorne Blvd, Torrance, CA 90503 or register online at  
www.hope-homes.org/mission-makers/. 

 
Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State:                               Zip: 

Email: 

Phone: 

  My monthly tax deductible gift will be:        

     $10       $25       $50       $100       $250       Other 

      Please charge my credit card. 

      MasterCard        Visa       Discover       AmEx   

 Card #: 

 Exp. Date:                    Sec. Code: 

                                            

               

                                             

Help sustain 
our mission! 

For as little as 33¢ a day you 
can join HOPE in helping to 

change the lives of those 
most vulnerable in our  

communities 
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        Mission Makers 

Count me in! I am excited to join HOPE’s Mission Makers as a $10+ recurring gift donor.  



 

12   HOPE         JOURNAL 2016 

STUDENT LIFE 

Education Is a Path to Greater  
Independence for HOPE’s C2C Residents  

Plato famously said, “The direction in which educa-

tion starts a man will determine his future in life.” 

At HOPE we could not agree more. We believe that 

education is an important contributor to our resi-

dent’s ability to become increasingly self-reliant.  

Beyond the philosophic, there is abundant econom-

ic evidence that points to education being key to 

financial stability and greater independence. Ac-

cording to the Economic Report of the President, 

published in 2015, “College graduates make about 

twice as much every year as high school grads.” At 

HOPE we recognize the unique challenges that 

those we serve face when entering the job market. 

In turn, we are proud to be part of a partnership 

that strives to remove as many of these barriers as 

possible and puts in place supports to give our resi-

dents the very best chances at success.  

That is why in 2010, with the vision and direction of 

Harbor Regional Center and California MENTOR, 

HOPE helped to develop our College to Career (C2C) 

program that offers dorm-like housing near the cam-

pus of Long Beach City College. Students receive a full 

range of both on-campus and residential supports by 

service providers who offer both academic counseling 

and also assistance with independent living skills.   

Of course our residents are no different from any stu-

dent; each person brings their unique inspiration to 

why they are pursuing education as a pathway to in-

dependence. For Taylor Smith, a C2C enrollee, it was 

his interest in public safety that started him down the 

path to hopefully one day becoming a peace officer. 

He is currently studying administrative justice due to 

his strong impulse to protect and serve his communi-

ty.  



 He admits that moving to his HOPE home was a big first 

step toward independent living. He is up for the chal-

lenge, and knows it will be hard work. But Taylor is 

also still a college student who just enjoys the op-

portunity the C2C program provides to socialize with 

his peers in a nonjudgmental environment. In the 

end, he is glad that this program has given him the 

chance to make the people he loves proud.  

His dorm mate, Morris Mordado, also sees his time 

in the program as instrumental to learning how to 

become independent and take better care of him-

self. “Living on my own is a big difference, cooking 

for myself is completely new. Before I moved out I 

lived with my family,” he shares.  

Currently Morris is majoring in graphic design 

and radio / television production. After he 

graduates he wants to work in a production 

studio. He has a clear goal to one day be em-

ployed in the entertainment industry where he 

will hopefully do design, art, editing, or cinema-

tography.  

Lastly, Javier Reyes Jr. echoes a similar senti-

ment about living on his own for the first time. 

“I have to shop for myself, clean for myself, and 

do laundry.” He says that this transition process 

has been aided by observing his friends in order 

to learn their routines. He is currently studying horticul-

ture and hopes to get a job in that industry after gradu-

ating.  

California MENTOR director, Roxanne Carter, tells us 

though that it isn’t always easy for C2C students to find 

the major that interests them and leads to academic 

success. Javier, she shares, was not do-

ing well early in the program as an art 

major. Things turned around after his 

counselor dug deeper and helped him 

to identify what he was really most pas-

sionate about studying: he did enjoy 

drawing, but he really loved creating 

images of plants. From those conversa-

tions, they discovered that he also had a 

knack for science. From that point on 

Javier found greater success after 

switching to become a horticulture ma-

jor.  

So now he is working on combining his passion for 

horticulture and art. Javier is really excited about 

a suggestion made by one C2C service provider to 

consider creating children’s books based on 

plants. He hopes to one day work on cartoons and 

video games that contain characters that are 

fruits & vegetables. At the moment he says, he is 

just focusing on living independently and getting 

his homework done. 

HOPE is inspired everyday by the will-power of 

our residents to continually strive for more full, 

involved, and impactful lives. Education is essen-

tial to each of their journeys toward greater independ-

ence, and with the generosity of our donors, volun-

teers, and advocates, HOPE and our partners will be 

there to support them every step of the way.  
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“Living on my 

own is a big 

difference, cook-

ing for myself is 

completely new. 

Before I moved 

out I lived with 

my family,”  

Student Javier Reyes 

Resident Morris Mordado  
sharing his art 



                            
 
.            

Residential and Apartment Management  
Commercial Property Management  

Real Estate  

(562) 432-3322  soko_appleby-apt.com  www.applebypropertymanagement.com 

For over 30 years, Appleby Property Management 
has provided real estate and property management 
services for clients in Southern California. The areas 

that we currently service are Bellflower, Lomita, 
Long Beach, Lakewood, Palos Verdes, Rolling Hills, 
San Pedro, Signal Hill, Torrance, Redondo Beach, 

Seal Beach and surrounding locations.  Find out why 
our clients chose to stay with us.  
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Tuesday, October 25, 2016 
 

Peninsula Racquet Club 
30850 Hawthorne Blvd 

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 
 

Ocean Trails at Trump National 
1 Trump National Dr 

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 

 

Tournament Chairman 

James Artiano, Attorney At Law,  Artiano and Associates 

Tournament Committee 

Ed Kutik, Director of Client Services, Retired, San Gabriel/
Pomona Regional Center 

Forrest C. Riopelle, Vice President, City National Bank 

James Frawley, Registered Principal, Financial Consultant, 
Westside Management  

Joey Van Leuven, Re/Max Estate Properties 

Nori Dempsey, Pelican Parts, Inc. 

Robert Irlen, CFO & Corporate Counsel, Irlen Institute 

Soko Appleby, Appleby Property Management 

 

9TH  
ANNUAL 
CHARITY  
GOLF & 
TENNIS  
CLASSIC  
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Dear Friends:  

As Chairman of HOPE's 9th Annual Charity Golf & Tennis Classic, I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for 
participating, and for making our event a perennial success. Because of the generosity of our sponsors, donors, and 
advertisers we have been sold out for the 9th year in a row. Pre-sales at this year's Tournament will set a new fund-
raising record for HOPE, and I know that the final tally will make this the most supported event to date.  

It is a tribute to all of you that HOPE is able to continue its efforts to help those most vulnerable among us, and I am 
proud that the community has come together to support this year's theme of "Creating Independence" for those we 
serve. I want to especially thank the HOPE Board of Directors and the HOPE staff and volunteers, without whom this 
tournament would not be a success. Special thanks are extended to Peninsula Racquet Club and Ocean Trails at 
Trump National, which has provided HOPE with two wonderful locations to hold our tournament.  

Please have a wonderful day and thank you again for making HOPE one of the premier charity golf and tennis tourna-
ments in Southern California.  

Sincerely, 

 

 
James Artiano 
Tournament Chair 
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LETTER  
FROM THE  
TOUNAMENT 
CHAIR 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO HOPE FOR A JOB WELL DONE  

From all of us at JENSEN & COMPANY, CPA’s 

Where YOUR PROSPERITY IS OUR BUSINESS  
jensencocpa.com    424-201-7640 
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Proud sponsor of the  
HOPE  

9th Annual Charity Golf  
& Tennis Classic 
Congratulations! 
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Welcome to HOPE’s 
9th Annual Charity 

Golf & Tennis Classic 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

9:00 AM   Golf Player Registration Begins 

 Opportunity Drawing and Raffle Tickets on Sale 

 Driving Range Open 
 

10:45 AM  Golf Tournament Kick-off:  Rob Fukuzaki,  
Weekday Sports Anchor for ABC7 Eyewitness  
News & Host of Sports Zone 

11:00 AM  Shotgun Start for Golf 

 Lunch Served on the Cart for Golf 

 Tennis Player Registration Begins 

 Open Tennis Courts 
 

11:30 AM  Round-Robin Tennis Doubles Starts  

1:00 PM   Lunch Served at Tennis Tournament 

4:00 PM   Tournament Play Concludes 

 Cocktail Lounge Open, Jazz Band, and Hors  
d’oeuvres  

5:30 PM   Tournament Dinner and “Creating Independence 
Program” with Master of Ceremonies Rob Fukuzaki 

 Program Speakers 

 Tournament Winners Announced and Awards  
Presented 

 Winners of Raffles and Opportunity Drawings for 
Orlando, New York and Pebble Beach Trips Are  
Announced 
 

7:30 PM  Tournament Dinner Concludes 



TOURNAMENT VOLUNTEERS 
IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HOPE STAFF ALONE TO COORDINATE THIS AMAZING EVENT. IT 
TRULY TAKES THE COMMUNITY COMING TOGETHER, AND OUR VOLUNTEERS PLAY A MAJOR ROLE 
EACH YEAR. FROM THE  RESIDENTS, BOARD, AND EMPLOYEES AT HOPE—THANK YOU! 
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Harbor Regional Center 
Arelis Matos  
Cathy McConville 
Colleen Mock 
Gigi Thompson 
Heather Shepherd 
Hiram Bond 
Jennifer Lauro 
Kaye Quintero 
Kelly Carmichael 
Kelly Sutton 
Kent Yamashiro 
Liz Cohen-Zeboulon 
Lyle Walter 
Mercedes Lowery 
Mia Gurri 
Nancy Spiegel 
Raganda Washington 

Risha Armstrong 
Rithy Hanh 
Rose Samaniego 
Stacy Schafer 
Vincente Miles 
Virginia Newmann-Cervantes 
 

HOPE 
Andrea Lowe  
April Pieroni 
Debbie Steffe 
Derek Ward 
Elena Viera 
Erica Beall 
Justine Nevarez 
Kelly Finan 
Laura Torres 
Mary Celenza 

Nick Carter 
Nori Dempsey 
Peter Gradilla 
Tim Young 
Yalda Noorzai 
 

Life Steps 
Bob Turner 
Janelle Reyes Tenorio 
Kristine Engels 
Patricia Flores 
 

California Mentor 
Rachel Signey 
Darcy Farias 
Lisa Marie McDonald 
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Patricia  
Del Monico 

Titanium 

Platinum 

Silver Ruby 

Gold Diamond 

Bronze Sapphire 

Food & Drinks 

TOURNAMENT SPONSORS 

NATIONAL  
SUPPORT  
SERVICES Digital Security  

Services, Inc. 



Rob Fukuzaki is the weekday sports anchor for 

ABC7 Eyewitness News and hosts an NBA post 

game show, Sports Zone, and is a co-host on the 

new Rams Primetime Saturday night with Jay 

Mohr. 

Rob was born on July 4th in Torrance, California. 

He was raised in Honolulu, Hawaii, where his 

family relocated when he was three years old. 

Rob attended Mid-Pacific Institute, a private high 

school in Honolulu, and graduated in 1984. He 

attended the University of La Verne in Southern 

California and earned a B.A. in Broadcast Jour-

nalism with an emphasis in radio and television 

in 1988. While at La Verne, Rob was chosen the 

university's Broadcaster of the Year in 1986, 

1987 and 1988. He also won several awards 

from the Southern California Broadcast Journal-

ism Society.  

Rob worked for the Top 40 radio station KXPW 

in Hawaii. In 1989, Rob began working part-time 

for KITV in Honolulu doing sports reporting. He 

eventually got a full-time slot in late 1989, work-

ing as the station's weekday sports reporter and 

weekend anchor. One of his more memorable 

assignments at KITV was an award-winning 

hour-long special on Sumo in Japan. The broad-

cast featured the three top-ranked wrestlers 

from Hawaii, including Grand Champion Ake-

bono and Grand Champion Musashimaru.  

Rob joined ABC7 in 1994. He was the first male 

Japanese-American TV anchor in Los Angeles 

local TV News.  

Since joining ABC7, Rob has done a great deal of 

work for the community, hosting charity events 

and emceeing benefit dinners. In 1997, Rob - 

along with his friends and family - founded the 

Heads Up Youth Foundation, of which Rob is the 

chairman and his wife Sharil is the Executive 

Director.  The mission of his non-profit is to help 

disadvantaged and underserved youth in South-

ern California.  For more info visit their website 

at  www.headsupyouthfoundation.org 

Rob's interests include golfing, music and sing-

ing, and he often uses that passion in his work. 

He has written and recorded tributes for legend-

ary Dodgers manager Tommy Lasorda and for-

mer Dodgers star Raul Mondesi.  
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HOPE is once again delighted to 
welcome Rob Fukuzaki as our 

emcee for this year’s event.   

MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES 



 

Pathway Inc. 
Supported Living / Custom Endeavors 

Congratulations HOPE! 
Success can be attributed to dedication,  

commitment and a strong positive partnership 
within the community. 

 

 

287 W. Orange Show Lane   (909) 890-1070 
San Bernardino, CA 92408   (909) 889-0325 Fax 

Email: Pathwaysls@yahoo.com 

GARY TANI, MBA 

Managing Partner 

BRE# 00790615 

(323)  938-5700 Office 

(323) 938-5910 Fax 

(310) 213-0522 Mobile 

933 Crenshaw Blvd.  

Los Angeles, CA 90019 

www.garytani.com 

Each Office Is Independently 

Owned And Operated 
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 BROWN & BROWN OF CA IS PROUD  
TO FURTHER THE GOALS OF HOPE. 

At Brown & Brown, we 
know that we must be 
as agile as the cheetah 
in order to thrive in the 
currently very competi-
tive insurance environ-
ment. Our unique cul-
ture has enabled us to 
quickly chase down 
new opportunities, 
adapt our products and 
services to best meet 
market demands, and 
satisfy our many and 
varied clients. 

NATIONAL BROKER STRENGTH 

Sixth largest insurance intermediary in the US whose 

volume of business creates a powerful market presence 

to leverage when negotiating for you. 

REGIONAL BROKER SERVICE 

Individualized focus at 150+ offices providing the type of 

personalized service usually reserved for much smaller 

agencies. 

SECURITY & STABILITY 

70 years of placing coverage with reputable and finan-

cially sound insurance companies, providing confidence 

that we will be around to service your policies for years to 

come. 

FULL SERVICE AGENCY 

Ability to coordinate all of your insurance through a single 

point of contact, thus avoiding gaps and duplication. 

 Workers Compensation 
 Property & Casualty 
 Executive Liability  
 Professional Liability  
 Provider Stop Loss and 

HMO  
 Employment Practice  

 Medical Professional 
Liability (Malpractice) 

 Employee Benefits 
 Commercial Automo-

bile Liability Insur-
ance 

 Personal Lines Insur-
ance (Home and 

Brown & Brown of California, Inc. 
Mike Bush 
Phone:  (714) 221-1853  
E-mail:  mbush@bbsocal.com 

mailto:Pathwaysls@yahoo.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTgrmogbbPAhVJ0mMKHRPmCg4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mawlid.info%2Fdollar-symbol-logo.html&bvm=bv.134495766,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNH_btgU5plKMiyFCx-BuArTVqZT4g&ust=1475
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NEW YORK CITY  
VACATION 
WIN 2 NIGHTS FOR 2 IN THE CITY 
THAT NEVER SLEEPS AT WASH-
INGTON SQUARE HOTEL IN NEW 
YORK, NEW YORK.  

The Washington Square Hotel 

has provided a haven for writ-

ers, artists and visitors to 

Greenwich Village for more 

than a century. Stay in this Pa-

risian-influenced hotel just 

three blocks from 3rd Street 

restaurants, theaters and clubs. 

This prize includes a $1,000 VI-

SA card and dinner for two at 

North Square Restaurant.  

Donated by Marc and Judy 

Garrett. 
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ORLANDO  
VACATION 
WIN 8 DAYS AND 7 NIGHTS VA-
CATION FOR 2 AT THE MAR-
RIOTT’S HARBOUR LAKE IN OR-
LANDO, FLORIDA. 

Specific Dates Offered:   
Aug 05 - 12, 2017 

Marriott's Harbour Lake is a 

tropical retreat with Caribbe-

an charm and colorful Key 

West cottage style, surround-

ed by the magic and thrill of 

one of the world's favorite 

family vacation destinations. 

Stay in this one bedroom, one 

bathroom unit that accommo-

dates four people. Includes a 

$1,000 VISA card. 

Donated by Ricardo and 

Minnie Banos. 

PEBBLE BEACH  
VACATION 
WIN 2 NIGHTS FOR 2 IN A BEAU-
TIFUL, OCEAN VIEW ROOM AT 
THE INN AT SPANISH BAY IN 
PEBBLE BEACH, CALIFORNIA. 

Nestled among majestic Monte-

rey pines—and fronted by a 

Scottish-style links golf course 

that touches some of the most 

breathtaking coastline in the 

world—The Inn at Spanish Bay 

is an idyllic retreat. This prize 

includes a round of golf for two 

at The Links at Spanish Bay 

and another round of golf for 

two at Pebble Beach. 

Donated by Bob McGuire, 

CEO, Pathway, Inc. 

 

$20 per ticket • $40 for 3 tickets • $60 for 5 tickets • $100 for 10 tickets 

 

OPPORTUNITY 
DRAWING 



  
IMPACT  
REPORT  
PROVIDING  INDEPENDENCE,  
CHOICE, AND DIGNITY  
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Dear Friends,  

It’s been another banner year at HOPE thanks to the generosi-

ty of our friends and supporters, business partners and fun-

ders, and our hard working Board and staff. We’ve seen our 

portfolios grow across all of our programs thanks to new fund-

ing sources, new fund development initiatives, and the contin-

ued support of those who have always been there for us. We 

are truly grateful for the support we have received.  

Our 80 by ’18 campaign is well under way: this is our goal of 

doubling our capacity in our affordable housing program to 

serve 80 additional people by 2018. When we started this 

effort HOPE was already providing affordable housing to ap-

proximately 80 people. Our development efforts with the 

cities of Norwalk and Long Beach have worked to get us half 

way to our goal: we are now able to provide housing to 120 

people!  There is still much work to be done.   

This past year saw the start of two new versions of our afford-

able housing program. Our two new 8-unit buildings in Long 

Beach will provide increased on-site supports to people who 

are living independently for the first time. Some of these new 

tenants are moving from a State Developmental Center, while 

others are moving out from the family home. We are thrilled 

to be able to offer this kind of housing--as a partnership with 

the city, the regional center, and providers--which not only 

creates independence, but also helps to ensure the success of 

our tenants.   

We know that we can not meet the housing need alone, so we 

have invested a lot of time and energy this past year in form-

ing partnerships with other area housing developers, to not 

only spread the word about the housing needs of the popula-
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WELCOME 
tion we serve, but also to learn about new funding sources and 

additional ways of developing housing. Already we are laying the 

groundwork for the creation of additional housing units all 

across Southern California with these new partners. 

As we look to the months ahead we will continue to strengthen 

existing partnerships and forge new ones. We will seek out new 

funding sources, and work to create additional cost efficiencies. 

We will also continue to look to make sure the quality of the 

housing we already provide is the best that it can be, and that 

our tenants continue to engage in rich life experiences, largely 

due to the opportunity of having safe, stable, and affordable 

housing.   

We will continue to provide our supporters with ways to help 

further HOPE’s mission and also to get to know us better: 

through social media, our on-line presence, volunteer opportuni-

ties, and so much more. We ask that you continue to stay in-

volved in HOPE, and to share our successes with your family, 

friends, and colleagues.  Our mission is an important one and we 

are all in this together.   

Thank you for your continued support and for spreading the 

word. Enjoy this year’s Impact Report! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kristin Martin 

Executive Director 

RESIDENT STORY: ROBERT       DONOR RECOGNITION       HIGHLIGHTS       FINANCIALS       BOARD PROFILES       RESIDENT STORY: DEAKA 

               pg27            pg28       pg32    pg33      pg34          pg35 



Roberto Santos admits that he was not 

always artistic; in fact, he couldn’t draw 

growing up prior to a car accident that 

put him in a coma and left him with a 

traumatic brain injury.  

       “I don’t know what it was,” he says, 

“but all of a sudden I could recreate 

pictures that I saw.”  

       Roberto lives in a HOPE home in 

South Gate. He is a tall, young man with 

kind eyes, and he speaks in a deliber-

ate, thoughtful manner.  

       On most afternoons you will find 

him huddled over his sketch book, 

drawing images of his favorite animals, 

cartoon characters, and sports teams.  

       Living with traumatic brain injury 

means living with physical, cognitive, or behavioral symptoms that can in-

clude confusion, anxiety, fatigue, irritability, and headaches, just to name a 

few.  Roberto shares that he turns to his art when he is uneasy or frustrated.  

       “When I finish a drawing it actually makes me feel better…that I was able 

to take the time and effort to do something positive.” 

       Currently his art work is spread out on a table in his kitchen. This room is 

his favorite place to draw and where he creates most of his 

work.  The space is clutter free with wide windows, and an 

abundance of natural light. Roberto takes a seat and opens a 

large portfolio. He begins to methodically finger through draw-

ings, periodically pausing to show his renderings of the iconic 

cartoon characters Mario, Yoshi, and Pikachu. Next up are the 

characters of the show Family Guy, then Dracula and a few un-

finished pieces he is still working to complete.  

       His excitement grows as he comes across the drawings he created for 

HOPE. A few months back Roberto was asked to consider what having safe, 

stable housing meant to him, and if he wouldn’t mind creating a few “Home” 

themed drawings that represent those feelings. He graciously agreed and 

was excited about the idea that his work might be used by HOPE to raise 

awareness of our cause.  

      The drawings are idyllic depictions of homes-- some on quaint neighbor-

hood streets, while others stand alone with strong roofs and mosaic shaped 

walls. His drawing style is warm, charming, and containing whimsical tones 

that might leave a viewer nostalgic for his or her childhood home.  

      He sees himself continuing to pursue art well into the future because he 
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RESIDENT’S ART IS THERAPY,  
CONNECTION TO HIS COMMUNITY 

also believes it is a way to connect with 

people in his life.  He enjoys creating draw-

ings as gifts for friends, but then breaks 

with this chain of thought to share how art 

also creates a bridge to cherished family 

memories. Roberto brings out a drawing of 

a long, pink flamingo. He tells 

of how it represents his 

grandmother who passed 

away several years ago. “We 

spread her ashes at the Fla-

mingo hotel in Las Vegas. She 

loved it there, so I made this 

to honor her.”  

       To Roberto, art is therapeutic. It calms 

his irritability, it is an outlet for his memo-

ries, a way to show respect to his family, 

and an opportunity to contribute some-

thing beautiful to his community. His talent 

and motivations are inspiring to HOPE, and 

they perfectly demonstrate how providing 

stable, affordable housing can play a role in 

empowering people with developmental 

disabilities to use their many abilities to 

reach their full potential.  

Roberto shares  
that he turns to  
his art when he  

is uneasy or  
frustrated. 



H O P E ’ s  F i s c a l  Y e a r  2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  D o n o r s  

$20,000 to $100,000  

City National Bank  

Del Harbor Foundation  

Rose Hills Foundation  

 
$10,000 to $19,999 

Ambitions  

California MENTOR  

Cambrian Homecare  

Eric and Stephen Choi  

Long Beach Community  
Foundation  

Long Beach Water Department  

Todd McIntosh  
 

$5,000 to $9,999 

Barney & Barney  

Patricia Del Monico  

Social Vocational Services  

U.S. Bank  

Union Bank Foundation  

 
$1,000 to $4,999  

Appleby Property Management  

Bess J. Hodges Foundation  

Big Sunday  

Brown & Brown Insurance Ser-
vices of California, Inc.  

California Credit Union  

Carrie Carothers, De Leon Billy, 
Inc.  

Clearinghouse CDFI  

Community Provider of  
Enrichment  

Services, Inc.  

Crawford Hoss  

Darrin Freeman  

 
$500 to $999  

Alipio Quality Homes  

Barbara Robinson  

Blake Christian  

Chris Warmuth  

Gary Tani, Coldwell Banker  

Hiroshi Kira  

James Artiano  

Jose Macias  

Keesal, Young & Logan  

Leonard Matsuk  

Lockton Companies  

Mia Gurri  

Michael Croke  

Natixis Global Asset  
Management  

Pamela Muir  

Plaza De Madrid  

Richard Flamminio  

Robert Irlen  

Ronald Tanaka  

SMW Restoration, Inc.  

Studebaker Home / RSM 
Homes, Inc.  

 
$100 to $499  

AIM Living Services  

Albert Israel  

Andy Barker  

Angie Rodriguez  

Anita Mey  

Barbara Dancy  

Barbara Del Monico  

Barney Poynor  

Berenyce Batiz  

Bjoern Petersen  

Bob Stevens  

Brenda Cortes-Suarez  

Brophy Family  

Cari Widman  

Charles O'Neal  

Charmiley Ventura  

Cheryl Gage  

Colleen Mock  

Cortland Hall  

David Bourdeau  

Denise Muscarella  

d'Escoto West, Inc.  

Dorla Watson  

Edward Kutik  

Eli Begler  

Enright & Ocheltree, LLP  

Eva Lowenstein  

Forrest Riopelle  

Frank Castillion  

Frank Conterno 

George Walker  

Georgia Thompson  

Heather Shepherd  

Ilona Jung  

Jack Devery  

Janet Thomas  

Jason Guidry  

Jerry Smithwick  

Joey Vanleuven  

Johanna Duran  

John Perry  

Joseph Portillo  

Judy Wada  

Kirk Oshinomi  

Kristin Martin  

Del Sol Homes, Inc.  

Digital Security Services, Inc.  

Dilworth Construction  

Dungarvin  

Easter Seals Southern California  

ECHO Northrop Grumman  

Farmers & Merchants Bank  

Gonzalez Construction Co.  

Harris Financial  

Hinricher, Douglas & Porter  
LLP  

Integrated Life, LLC  

Jensen & Company  

Life Steps Foundation  

Marcum LLP  

Marissa Mashburn  

Mary Celenza  

Mercedes Lowery  

Michael & Melinda Sullivan  

Modern Support Services  

National Support Services, Inc.  

Pioneer Homes of California,  
Inc.  

R.O.A.D.S. Foundation  

Ramlaoui Family Foundation  

Ray Morgan Company  

Robert Wasserman  

So Cal Office Technologies  

Southern California Behavioral  

Counseling  

Toni Ko Foundation  

ViaTRON Systems, Inc.  

Westhoff, Cone & Holmstedt  

Westside Financial  
Management  

Windes  
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Bob Stevens  

Brenda Cortes-Suarez  

Brophy Family  

Cari Widman  

Charles O'Neal  

Charmiley Ventura  

Cheryl Gage  

Colleen Mock  

Cortland Hall  

David Bourdeau  

Denise Muscarella  

d'Escoto West, Inc.  

Dorla Watson  

Edward Kutik  

Eli Begler  

Enright & Ocheltree, LLP  

Eva Lowenstein  

Forrest Riopelle  

Frank Castillion  

Frank Conterno 

George Walker  

Georgia Thompson  

Heather Shepherd  

Ilona Jung  

Jack Devery  

Janet Thomas  

Jason Guidry  

Jerry Smithwick  

Joey Vanleuven  

Johanna Duran  

John Perry  

Joseph Portillo  

Judy Wada  

Kirk Oshinomi  

Kristin Martin  

Larry Acree  

Larry Mah  

Leonard Travis  

Liz Cohen-Zeboulon  

Longworth Homes  

Lori Tierney  

Lyle Walter  

Mary Hernandez  

Merredith Rea  

Michael Zupanovich  

Minnie Rimkin Co.  

Mrs. Rae Gabelich  

Nancy Bargmann  

Rick Pielago  

RoadEx America, Inc.  

Rob Fukuzaki  

Robert Colacion  

Robert Engel  

Robin Overstreet  

Ronald Kaichi  

Sandra Hammersmark  

Scott D. Bader  

Scott Reynolds  

Sharon Schumann  

Shield Healthcare Centers, Inc.  

Shih Family Trust  

Shu Luan Huang  

Stacy Schafer  

Stephen Hale  

Steve Behunin  

Tang Q. Nguyen  

Terence Kennedy  

Terence Lyons  

Teresa Robbins  

Terri Nishimura  

Terry Fiumi  

Tom Papadakis  

 

CONTINUE ON PAGE 30 

Nancy Mary  

Nancy Spiegel  

Nancy Zusi  

Nestegg Insurance Services  

Nick Carter  

Pathway, Inc.  

Paula Luna  

Peter Ballas  

Peter Pellerito  

Phil Gironda  

Randall Putnam  

Raymond Juarez  

Richard Smith  

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
of 

Patricia Del Monico & 
 

 
 
 
For more than 20 years Patricia and Harbor Regional Center have offered stead-
fast support for the mission of HOPE. The dreams that we help to realize for 
those we serve, began as their dreams even before the founding of this organiza-
tion. They launched and fostered our growth to the level of impact we are mak-
ing today. From the Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, and residents at HOPE... 

THANK YOU!  
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Trent Merrill  

Troy Rankin  

Vincent Sanchez  

Wendy Sorel and Doug Rich-
ards 

 
Up to $100  

Alfonso Herrera  

Alice Vincent  

All Ways Electric, Inc.  

Amy Johnson  

Ana Osborne  

Angela Rodriguez  

Angela Woods  

Angelica Real  

Anita Takahashi  

Antoinette Perez  

Armentria Hill  

Armond Garcia  

Arturo Lindo  

Barbara Cox  

Barbara Moreno  

Beatriz Marx-Kirchiro  

Becky Ramsey  

Belia Contreras  

Benjamin Gunter  

Bob Kunkel  

Brenda Bane  

Brian Fenn  

Brian Morlock  

Bruce Dembo  

Cathy Mejia  

Cathy Walsh  

Christina Montgomery  

Dan Green  

Danika & Michael Kostoff  

Danny Perez  

Dave Bowser  

Dave Mehl  

Del Seraphine  

Delores Prescott  

Dennis Dillon  

Diane Sanka  

Dinora Moran  

Donald Dagg  

Dorothy Aippersbach  

Dream Home Care, Inc  

Ed Speer  

Elizabeth Armstrong  

Emely Lek  

Erika Rodarte  

Errol Clark  

Fabiola Flores  

Frances Hale  

Gary Ervin  

Geoffrey Erwin  

Griffin Anderson  

Herbert Hailey  

Herminia Lee  

Ian Nevarez  

Iris Soto  

Ivonne Rivas  

James Carter  

James Davis  

Jayson Manalo  

Jennifer Byram  

Jim Fenton  

Jo Anne Yamagata  

Joan McLachlan  

John Smith  

John  Cavon  

Jose Esqueda  

Kathleen Keon  

Kea Carney  

Kent Yamashiro  

Kim Totten  

Kurt & Karen Hathaway  

Laura Gonzalez  

Lauren Raissen  

Leonel Vasquez  

Lesley Rovelo  

LeTresse Grissom  

Lien Thi Nguyen  

Lisa Price  

Lissette Rodriguez  

Luis Bridgewater  

Marcos Ramirez  

Maria Bosch  

Marilyn Center  

Marilyn Matthews  

Marissa Pugh  

Marites Castillo  

Mark Beach  

Mark Ross  

Marlon Avalos  

Mary Jefferson  

Mary Kaye Kilcullen-Woytas  

Masayoshi Kobayashi  

Matilde Luevano  

Melina Casillas  

Mercedes Guzman  

Michael Schmitt  

Michelle Michel  

Nancy Paredes  

Nori Dempsey  

Pamela Arturi  

Patricia Enriquez  

Patricia Evans  

Pauline Duley  

Ricardo Franco  

Robert Thomas  

Ruben Sanchez  

Rudolph Brako  

Russell Smith  

Sarah Sanders  

Stephanie Peoples  

Susan Inouye  

Susan King  

Susan Methven  

Susan Rae Schilling  

Susannah Bernard  

T Tinsley  

Thomas Hoffman  

Tom Huey  

Wanda Kinard  

William Lippert  

William McBride  

William Moseley  

William Schell  

Yolanda Bosch  

 
In Kind Donations  

Barbara Del Monico  

Bob McGuire 

Cambrian Homecare  

Garibaldo's Nursery  

H&H Nursery  

Jaime's Landscape  

Lomita Plant Growers  

Mickey's Italian Deli 

Patricia Del Monico  

Ricardo and Minnie Banos 

Ricardo's Nursery  

Santa Monica Seafood, Inc 

Sunflower Farms  

The Original Giuliano's  

Delicatessen and Bakery 

United Plant Growers  

UVA Nursery  

Wayne Johnson  

HOPE APPRECIATES ITS SUSTAINING DONORS IN THE 
MISSION MAKERS PROGRAM  
We are pleased to recognize these individuals who provide steady financial  
support to HOPE throughout the year. These contributions make a tremendous 
difference in lives our residents. Thank you! 
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HOPE, INC. 
MAY YOU ENJOY 

CONTINUED SUCCESS! 

 

HERE’S TO ALL YOU DO! 

 

 

 
ONE WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 

LOS ANGLES, CALIFORNIA 90017 

(213) 629-7600 

 

WWW.MUSICKPEELER.COM 
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http://www.musickpeeler.com/


HOPE purchased properties for its affordable housing program providing homes for 

25 new residents: 10 in Norwalk and 15 in Long Beach. 

HIGHLIGHTS 2015-16 
In a year with so much activity taking place and progress being made 
toward our objectives, it is difficult to pick our favorites to share. 
Foremost on all of our minds is that it is because of our donors, col-
leagues, volunteers and corporate partners that we are even able to 
announce our accomplishments. So thank you for enabling our mis-
sion! 

HOPE purchased and began renovation on two buildings just a ½ mile from the Long 

Beach City College to provide dorm-like housing for 14 new students in our College-to-

Career Program. 

For our residents that need more medical attention, HOPE purchased three 

new licensed homes, and negotiated the purchase of thre more existing 

homes, to serve up to 24 new residents. 

HOPE installed solar panels at 17 properties to support environmental sustainability 

and increase energy efficiency. 
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HOPE coordinated three successful Lawn to Garden events in partnership with Re-

building Together Long Beach that raised awareness of HOPE’s mission, engaged 

100+ volunteers, and received $12,500 in city funded support, $1,500 in service day 

fees, and $3,000 in in-kind plant donations. 

HOPE provided 15 properties with upgrades and renovations. 

HOPE partnered to launch the Long Beach Affordable Housing Developers’ Roundtable which has 

included more than a dozen local non- and for-profit affordable housing developers and had guests 

from local government including city officials and staffers. 

HOPE received a $100,000 grant from the Rose Hills Foundation and $35,000 

from the Del Harbor Foundation for renovations at the newly purchased tri-

plex in Norwalk. 

The Mission Makers Program for recurring gift givers was launched with HRC staff and 

our local business partners. 
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FINANCIALS & 
STATS AT A GLANCE 

GROWTH IN FIXED ASSETS (PROPERTIES) 

HOPE added two new staff positions to assist with our fund-development efforts 
and to grow our outreach initiatives. 

HOPE staff are proud to be part of the Lanterman Housing Alliance, a consortium of 
housing developers across the state that work with Regional Centers to address the 

housing needs of people with a developmental disabilities. 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FYE 2015 

In millions 



MEET THE BOARD     PROFILES 
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Robert Irlen, President 

Bob currently serves the Board as its President.  
He has worked extensively with the Harbor Re-
gional Center (HRC) Board, also having served as 
its President, and currently serves as a HRC 
Board Advisor. Bob lives in Long Beach with his 
family, including his wife Helen and son David, 
and he works as the CFO and corporate counsel 
for the Irlen Institute which treats a visual per-
ceptual dysfunction for people with learning disabilities, light sensitivity, 
and migraines among other conditions. More information about the Irlen 
institute can be found at www.irlen.com.    

Barbara Robinson, Vice President 

Barbara has a long history with HOPE and the 
developmental disabilities services system, and 
she currently serves as HOPE's Board Vice Presi-
dent. Barbara is very familiar with our resident 
population, having worked in a developmental 
center, various regional centers, and as a consult-
ant to regional centers in a variety of capacities--
from client fiscal management to the creation of 
various training modules. Barbara lives with her husband in Huntington 
Beach and enjoys retirement by volunteering for a variety of community 
and international nonprofit organizations.  

Nori Dempsey, Secretary 

Nori currently serves the Board as its Secretary. 
She is an active participant and volunteer for the 
HOPE Tournament. A graduate of Cornell Univer-
sity, Nori lives with her husband and three chil-
dren in Rolling Hills Estates. Nori is very active 
with the South Bay Down Syndrome Association 
and hosts fundraising events on a regular basis at 
their business Pelican Parts. Nori enjoys playing 
tennis and spending time with her busy fami-
ly. To learn more about the South Bay Down Syndrome Association visit 
www.SBDSA.org and to learn more about Pelican Parts visit 
www.PelicanParts.com.   

Robert Babek, Treasurer 

Rob currently serves the Board as its Treasur-
er. He lives in Rancho Palos Verdes with his wife 
of over 30 years and his 4 children. As the Part-
ner-In-Charge at Marcum LLP's Los Angeles 
office, he brings invaluable finance guidance to 
HOPE. Rob has been with Marcum for nearly 30 
years where he provides tax consulting, compli-
ance, assurance, and accounting services for 
individuals and corporations. He is also a mem-
ber of the Marcum Family Office, High-Net-Worth Individuals and Trusts 
and Estates practice groups. More information about Marcum's services 
can be found at www.marcumllp.com. Rob has his Masters in Business 
Taxation from Golden Gate University and in his free time enjoys coaching 
youth basketball.   

Rita Teodoro, Member 

Rita is a long time Board Member and HOPE resi-
dent who lives with her housemate in HOPE's 
Bellflower triplex.  Rita has been living in her 
current HOPE residence for 6 years. Rita is self-
described as a very social person. She has been 
working with the same Life Steps SLS (supportive 
living service) provider for nearly 20 years now, 
and she is very proud of her independence. Rita 
has two adult daughters and one grandson with 
whom she enjoys spending time. Rita also enjoys time with her long-time 
boyfriend engaging in activities like dining out, shopping, and sightseeing.  

 

Mead Duley, Member 

Mead has been with the HOPE Board for more 
than 3 years and is a resident of Tor-
rance.  Currently Mead is employed at American 
Honda Motor Company where he has worked as a 
shipping and receiving clerk for several years. 
Mead has a love for sports, including bowling, 
basketball, baseball, and track among others. He 
participates as an athlete in Special Olympics 
events on a regular basis. 

James Artiano, Esq., Member 

Jim is a Board Member and currently is the Chair 
of the Tournament Committee which spearheads 
HOPE's increasingly successful annual Charity Golf 
and Tennis Classic. HOPE's Tournaments have 
grossed close to a million dollars for our housing 
programs over the past nine years, in large part 
thanks to him. He lives in the South Bay and en-
joys spending time with his family. Jim is Principal at Artiano and Associates 
in Torrance where he works alongside his wife Linda. Artiano and Associates 
is one of the South Bay's largest firms and since 1984 they have provided a 
range of law services including business, real estate, general litigation, es-
tate planning, and family law. More information about Artiano and Associ-
ates can be found at www.artianolaw.com.    

Kelly Sutton, Member 

Kelly is a member of HOPE’s Board and has partici-
pated at a variety of HOPE events over the past 
several years. Currently she works at the Harbor 
Regional Center as the Client Advocate where she 
assists both clients and families in finding appro-
priate resources and information at the HRC Re-
source and Assistive Technology Center. Kelly 
participates in regular meetings of the Client Advi-
sory Committee and notes that she truly enjoys her role at HRC and appreci-
ates the opportunities she has to assist HRC clients and families. Prior to 
working at HRC Kelly worked as a teacher's assistant at a local preschool. 
Kelly lives with her husband, Chris, in San Pedro. She enjoys spending time 
with family, and also enjoys outdoor activities such as biking and swimming. 

Robert Wasserman, Member 

Robert is a HOPE Board Member who brings in-
credible real estate expertise to HOPE as the Presi-
dent and CEO of Wasserman Commercial Real 
Estate which specializes in commercial real estate 
services, office, and industrial consulting services, 
investment sales, and investment sales consulting 
services. More information about Wasserman 
Commercial Real Estate can be found at 
www.wassermancre.com. 

Rhiannon Acree, Member 

As a long time donor and committee member 
at HOPE, we are proud to welcome Rhiannon 
as the newest member of our Board of Direc-
tors. She is an individual with an unparalleled 
passion for service, a unique understanding 
of our industry, and an ardent dedication to 
the betterment of her community. She found-
ed Cambrian Homecare, an agency with more 
than 1,000 employees who provide assistance to people who have 
developmental disabilities, HIV/AIDS, or are seniors or veterans who 
chose to have help at home. The Long Beach Chamber of Commerce 
recently recognized her as the 2015 Entrepreneur of the Year. 

http://www.irlen.com/
http://www.artianolaw.com/
http://www.wassermancre.com/
http://www.cambrianhomecare.com/


READY TO 
GIVE BACK 

Affordable Housing Leads to a  
Life of Civic Engagement for 

Deaka McLain 
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D eaka McClain aspires to a career in public service. So when 

she heard about a community forum in her neighborhood 

that featured two leading political candidates speaking on an issue she 

cares about-- the pressing need for affordable housing-- she was eager to 

register. The morning of the event though, Deaka felt under the weather 

and reluctantly called her contact at HOPE to tell them she most likely 

would miss the event.  

     For many years now Deaka has used her strengths and pas-

sion for public service to tirelessly advocate on behalf of 

vulnerable populations in her community. But maybe a 

break from her activism for one night was in order.   

     Deaka has lived in a HOPE home since 2001, and that 

evening she wanted to continue to show her support for 

this issue that is close to her heart.  “For me to have my 

own place means peace of mind and independence,” Deaka 

says.   

     “I sit on the Client Advisory Committee at Harbor Regional Center, and 

recently we talked about the challenges that people with disabilities are 

facing in finding affordable housing…that if you are not with HOPE, the 

rent is too expensive. You know we have some clients that are homeless 

because they can’t afford market rent?”  

     It is trademark Deaka that even though she has access to affordable 

housing through HOPE, her concern is with others who do not. That is 

because she knows how challenging the issue has been in her own life.  

     “When we were having this discussion,” she continued, “It made me 

think about how fortunate I am to say that I live in a HOPE home. Every-

one doesn’t have that opportunity, and I realize that actually, HOPE saved 

my life.” 

     Prior to moving in with HOPE, Deaka bounced between different fami-

ly members’ homes. She stayed for a while with in-laws during her mar-

riage. Unfortunately that living situation deteriorated and became un-

healthy. After her divorce, Deaka was forced to look for other options. 

She quickly became discouraged as it was all too apparent that someone 

with her resources had few options in finding a safe, stable, and afforda-

ble home.   

     She is grateful that around that time Harbor Regional Center intro-

duced her to HOPE. In a matter of six months Deaka was given the chance 

to move into a HOPE home. She said, “If I hadn’t been given that oppor-

tunity, I know I wouldn’t have the life I have today.”  

     She feels that because she received stable, affordable housing she no 

longer stressed about where she would sleep 

each night. For the first time in many years this 

allowed her to focus on her education.  

     “Before I moved into a HOPE home, I couldn’t 

even think about school,” she said. “I was so 

worried about my home life. That all changed. I 

was now free to go to class and get my work 

done.” 

     Just last May Deaka received her 

master’s degree in public policy 

and administration from 

CSULB. Though her education 

is a reward in and of itself, she 

has parlayed this achievement 

into advocacy work in the commu-

nity. Deaka has now sat on the boards 

and committees of many public service organi-

zations.   

     She has been a member of the Harbor Re-

gional Center’s Client Advisory Committee, Cli-

ent Services Committee, and Self Determination 

Committee. She has also sat on the City of Long 
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“IF I HADN’T BEEN 

GIVEN THAT OP-

PORTUNITY, I 

KNOW I WOULDN’T 

HAVE THE LIFE I 

HAVE TODAY.” 
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Beach’s Citizens Advisory Commission on Disabilities, LA 

CARE’s Health Care Advisory Committee, Disability Rights 

of California’s Program and Planning Committee, and Cali-

fornia State University’s System Wide Advisory Committee 

on Services for Students with Disabilities.  

     “It worked out for me,” Deaka admitted, “but everyone 

isn’t fortunate like that. HOPE provided me a place to stay, 

but it also provides me a place to stay within the means of 

my income. If I was to move today, I couldn’t afford to live 

in a regular studio.” 

 

True to her character, Deaka ended up attending the 

community forum after all that evening. She sat toward the 

front of the auditorium and listened as the candidates pre-

sented their visions of a Los Angeles County that is moving 

toward an end to homelessness and creating greater access 

to affordable housing.  

       When asked about her attendance at the event, in spite 

of being sick?  All she could say was, “This is where I need 

to be.”  

 

Best Wishes &  
Thank You to  

 

HOPE 
Home Ownership for Personal Empowerment 

 

 

Law Office of John S. Torii 
406 Amapola Avenue, Suite 125 

Torrance, California, 90501 
(310) 320-5450 
jst@jtsalaw.com 



Marketplace 

Miraleste 
Automotive  
Services 
Greg Streeter 
Owner 

 

Complete foreign 
and domestic auto 

repair, fair and 
honest dealings 
with clients. No 
commissioned 
sales. Staff of  

seven with over 70 
years duty to our 

clients. 
 
40 Miraleste Plaza 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 

Phone (310) 833-5339 
Cell (310) 600-9957 
www.ranchopalosverdesautorepair.org 

Support these fine local 
businesses that contribute 

to HOPE and our mission to 
provide stable, affordable 

housing for people with de-
velopmental disabilities. 
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1601 E. OLYMPIC BLVD., SUITE 405, LOS ANGELES, CA 90021 

BONDED COMMISSION MERCHANTS 
WHOLESALERS OF FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES 

DOMESTIC & EXPORT SALES 
 

CONTACT: RICHARD FLAMMINIO, PRESIDENT 
PHONE: (213) 622-9206    FAX: (213) 622-0708 

VISIT US AT: WWW.UMINA.COM 

 
Andrew Dilfer, GLS 
Vice President 
License #01455665 

Jones Lang LaSalle 
2141 Rosecrans Avenue Suite 6100 El Segundo California 90245 
direct +1 424 294 3423 fax +1 312 821 4771 
mobile +1 310 963 6102 

 

Congratulations to  
HOPE 

On a successful Tournament 
from Gregory & Charmiley  

Andres 
National Support Services, Inc.  

 

 

X LLNT 

Carpet Care  
& 

Janitorial Services 

174 W. Lincoln Ave Ste 528 Anaheim, CA 92805 

(714) 213-5035 Direct (714) 646-9019 Fax 

Juan Naranjo       Email: juan@xllntcarpetcare.com 

SERVICES 
 Dry Carpet Maintenance 
 Upholstery Cleaning 
 Tile & Grout Cleaning 
 VCT Stripping & Waxing 
 Free Demos & Quotes  

Judy Brown 
Senior Account Manager 

 

 

9808 Firestone Boulevard 
Downey, California 90241 
Direct (562) 658-6025 eFax (860) 353-4431 
Cell (562) 755-9393 24 Hour Dispatch (562) 658-6000 
Judith.brown@amtechelevator.com 

Tiki Thompson 
California Director 

877 / 492 / 4177  Toll Free 
909 / 948 / 7695  Office 
909 / 827 / 2397  Cell 
909 / 941 / 9851  Fax 
TThompson@cpes.com 
www.cpes.com 

Havengate Business Center Two 
9640 Center Ave Ste 100 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 
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Easter Seals  
Southern California 
thanks HOPE for  
empowering individuals 
to live as active and  
contributing members  
of their community. 

www.EasterSeals.com/SouthernCal 
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