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HELPING PEOPLE WITH  
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  
TO DESIGN AND LIVE MEANINGFUL,  
INTEGRATED LIVES IN THEIR HOME 
COMMUNITY.  

 
We believe that each person has their own set of 
aspirations, goals, strengths and dreams. We work 
closely with each person, as well as the people who 
are close to them, to discover and design supports 
that will best meet their needs.  

www.caintegratedlive.com 
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LETTER FROM 
THE BOARD 

Barbara Robinson 
welcomes readers to 
the Annual Journal and 
discusses connection 
to HOPE’s mission

ABOUT HOPE 

Look here for a snapshot 
of how HOPE changes 
lives in the community

GRAND OPENING 

HOPE, Inc. Celebrates 
Grand Opening of 
Newest “College-
to-Career” Housing 
for Young Adults 
with Developmental 
Disabilities Attending 
Long Beach City College

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Support HOPE’s 
Capital Campaign to 
Fund Renovations 
at Newly Acquired 
Housing for Six People 
with Developmental 
Disabilities in Long Beach 

24 HOUR 
RESIDENTIAL CARE 

How Individualized 
Care and a Sense of 
Home Transforms 
the Lives of Adults 
with Developmental 
Disabilities 

14 EVENT DETAILS
11th Annual Charity Golf 
Classic: details, date and 
location

20 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVTY 

An overview of the day’s 
events

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT 

A special recognition 
of those who make this 
tournament possible

MASTER OF CEREMONY 

HOPE is once again happy 
to welcome Rob Fukuzaki 
as our emcee for this year’s 
event

HIGHLIGHTS 2017/18 

Snapshots of our year’s 
achievements 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

An overview of HOPE’s 
financial health 

INDEPENDENCE 
THROUGH HOUSING 

A HOPE Home 
Makes the Dream of 
Independence Come 
True for Resident and 
Her Family 

MEET THE BOARD 

An introduction to the 
leadership team that 
guides our direction 
forward

MARKETPLACE 

Find great businesses in 
your area that support 
the mission of HOPE

OPPORTUNITY DRAWING 

Three amazing vacations 
for the lucky purchasers of 
the selected tickets

WELCOME TO THE 
IMPACT REPORT 

Note from the Executive 
Director, Kristin Martin, with 
recap of year’s successes 
and future activity

DONOR ROLL CALL 

Thank you to donors, 
foundations, and corporate 
partners for empowering 
our mission

SPONSOR LIST 

Tournament sponsors 
providing generous 
contributions to ensure 
our event’s financial 
success

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE HOPE STORIES, 
PHOTOS, AND VIDEOS 
Sign up for our newsletter at www.hope-homes.org.
Also, follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter, or Facebook. We’d love 
to hear from you and continue the conversation!

The printing of this Annual Journal & Tournament Guide was generously sponsored by So Cal Office 
Technologies. Find out about their wide range of products and services at www.socal-office.com

TOURNAMENT GUIDE
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letter from  
THE BOARD

GRAND OPENING
Field Rep Alberto Ruiz, 

Board President  
Barbara Robonson,  

& Manager of 
Community Relations 

Ian Nevarez

During my first year as board president,  I have been continually amazed 
by the many successes and accomplishments of our residents and staff. Make no 
mistake, many of these opportunities have come with significant challenges, but 
nevertheless, the HOPE team has prevailed. 
	 At our Grand Opening of HOPE’s newest College to Career (C2C) housing 
property in September, we celebrated the addition of housing for fourteen 
individuals with a developmental disability. This C2C program now provides 
housing for 28 student who are enrolled in Long Beach City College. These 
young adults complete the same course work their non-disabled classmates do, 
maintaining a grade point average of 3.5. Most have been successfully placed into 
jobs upon completion of the program. At the grand opening ceremony, Assembly 
member Pat O’Donnell reported he was glad to witness firsthand programs like 
HOPE so he can go back to the state capital and tell his peers that these programs 
exist - and they work. 
	 HOPE continues to set the standard across a broad range of housing models. 
In all of its different locations, HOPE now serves more than 300 individuals in 122 
homes. In our 24-Hour Residential Care housing, HOPE provides individualized 
care and a sense of home that transforms lives. These transformations are marked 
by increased independence, opportunities for decision making, and involvement in 
their communities.  
	 As you peruse this report, please be sure to read the article about the young 
woman for whom HOPE has made her dreams of independence come true. This 
article makes it clear that for every individual HOPE provides housing, not only 
that person, but their family and their community also benefit. She is eager to 
discuss her wonderful new life, as are many HOPE residents whose lives have been 
transformed by the provision of a safe, secure, and affordable home.
	 With that, I’m happy to welcome you to HOPE’s Annual Journal. Here you 
will find stories that inspire and statistics to amaze, along with our 2017-18 Impact 
Report and the Tournament Guide for our 11th Annual Charity Golf Classic.
	 To those who have provided support for our mission in the past, thank you. 
We look forward to your continued involvement. For those who are considering 
getting involved with HOPE, I urge you to jump in. Working with HOPE will give you 
the opportunity to change lives and make a real difference in local communities. 
If that sounds like something you want, I know you will get a lot out of becoming 
involved with this organization.

Sincerely, 

Barbara Robinson
HOPE Board of Trustees



Miraleste 
Automotive  
Services 
 
Greg Streeter 
Owner 
 
 

Complete foreign and  
domestic auto repair, fair 
and honest dealings with  
clients. No commissioned 
sales. Staff of seven with 

over 70 years duty to  
our clients. 

 
40 Miraleste Plaza 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 
Phone (310) 833-5339 
Cell (310) 600-9957 
www.ranchopalosverdesautorepair.org 

Congratulates  
HOPE on a successful 
year of serving the  
community through 
housing!



Harbor Regional Center Celebrates

24 Years of Partnership with HOPE
in the creation of housing options for people  

with developmental disabilities

Congratulations to HOPE  
and many thanks for all you do  

for Harbor Regional Center clients!
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about 
HOPE

social IMPACT
The value of empowering individuals to live as active and 
contributing members of their communities is at the very heart 
of HOPE. And there is no doubt—living a life as independently as 
possible, and having a place to call home, changes people’s lives.

HOPE partners with Regional Centers to offer a variety of housing 
models. Regional Centers are private, nonprofit corporations that 
contract with the State Department of Developmental Services to 
provide or coordinate services and supports for individuals with 
developmental disabilities that include autism, cerebral palsy, 
intellectual disability, and epilepsy.

Since 1995 HOPE homes have allowed people with developmental 
disabilities to live a life they may have only dreamed about. 
Whether residing in a HOPE independent living, 24-Hour 
Residential Care, or College to Career home, HOPE tenants are 
making their dreams come true.

our PROGRAMS
HOPE Independent Living homes empower adults with 
developmental disabilities to live with increased self-reliance 
without the threat of social isolation. Our residents pay 30% of 
their income toward rent and receive varying levels of in-house 
supported services.

HOPE 24-Hour Residential Care homes serve people with 
increased medical and behavioral needs. Our residents receive 
around the clock support from state licensed service providers in 
safe, comfortable home environments that are certified through the 
California Department of Social Services and California Department 
of Public Health.

HOPE College to Career housing provides a dorm-like setting for 
students with developmental disabilities attending community 
college. These residents are in pursuit of a certificate or degree and 
may require additional on campus and residential supports. 

our 
HISTORY

our 
MISSION

our 
VISION

HOPE was formed 
in 1994 by Harbor 
Regional Center and 
concerned parents who 
were worried about 
their children’s future 
housing stability.  

Create stable, affordable 
housing for people 
with developmental 
disabilities. 

HOPE envisions a world 
in which all people 
with disabilities can 
live where and with 
whom they choose in 
safe neighborhoods at 
affordable rents.  

outcomes
















Choice, dignity, and 
independence 

Improved health and 
behavior 

Stability and security 

Empowerment to succeed 
at school and work 

Social injustice addressed 
by creating homes for a 
chronically underserved 
segment of society

Lower homeless rate for a 
vulnerable population

Safer and healthier 
housing in our cities

Peace of mind for family 
and friends of adults 
with developmental 
disabilities
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“College-to-Career” Housing 
for Young Adults with Developmental  

Disabilities Attending Long Beach City College

Long Beach -  On the morning of Wednesday, October 
5th, HOPE’s newest College-to-Career (C2C) housing 
on Clark Avenue was a buzz with community leaders, 
residents, volunteers, neighbors, and staff members 
of partnering agencies. Everyone was in attendance to 
celebrate the grand opening and official ribbon cutting 
of the new affordable housing project created to serve 
14 students with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities (I/DDs) attending community college. 

During the event program, guests heard statements 
of support from Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell, 
as well as from representatives of Congressman Alan 
Lowenthal and Supervisor Janice Hahn. Executives from 
the C2C program partners, including HOPE, Harbor 
Regional Center, Long Beach City College, California 
MENTOR, and Social Vocational Services, each spoke to 
the importance of community collaboration to ensure 
that stable, affordable housing continues to be created 
for people with I/DD.  

For this vulnerable population, the inability to identify 
and secure affordable, inclusive housing in Los Angeles 
County presents a severe challenge to day-to-day 
living, not to mention the additional barriers it creates 
to achieving academic success. Today, an individual 
earning minimum wage would need to work 92 hours 
a week to afford a modest, one-bedroom apartment at 
fair market rent, while there is no county in the State 
of California where a person with a developmental 
disability living solely on SSI can afford a median-
priced apartment. This extreme cost burden acutely 
affects people with I/DD and serves to lock them into a 
cycle of poverty and housing instability. 

Located just blocks from the campus of Long Beach 
City College (LBCC), this site is HOPE’s third property 
dedicated to providing young adults a dorm-like 
residential experience while they complete college 
courses to obtain a certificate or associates degree, all 
with the ultimate goal of gainful employment. This new 

HOPE, Inc. Celebrates Grand Opening of 

From left: Angie Rodriguez, Dana Delman, Jake Perry, Dr. Mike Munoz, Kristin Martin, Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell, 
Herlinda Chico, Pat Del Monico, Clayton Heard, Elizabeth McCann. 
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C2C location, in the Lakewood Village neighborhood 
of Long Beach, sits on a 17,000+ square foot lot. A 
charming courtyard adjoins the two neighboring 
buildings that include 7 residential units for students 
and one office unit for program staff. Students accepted 
into the program pay $350-$500 per month for their 
housing.

Each C2C partner plays a pivotal role in ensuring the 
program’s success. Harbor Regional Center provides 
funding and case management, LBCC provides 
academic counseling, Social Vocation Services provides 
career guidance, and California MENTOR delivers 
onsite supportive living services. HOPE’s contribution 
to this partnership is in the purchase, rehabilitation, 
and ongoing management of the housing. Additional 
project partners include Dilworth Construction, First 
Republic Bank, Appleby Property Management, and 
Main Street Realtors. 

“At HOPE we believe a home should not just be a roof 
over our residents’ heads,” said Executive Director 
Kristin Martin. “It should also empower them to follow 
their dreams and make the most out of their lives. This 
housing does just that by offering dorm-like homes for 
young adults with developmental disabilities who are 
attending community college but may need additional 

on campus and residential supports to achieve their 
goals.”

Funding for this new housing included HOPE capital 
and foundation grants from Union Bank, Bank of the 
West, US Bank, Del Harbor Foundation, and Bess J. 
Hodges Foundation. 

The event program and ribbon-cutting ceremony were 
directly followed by tours led by current C2C students. 

HOPE’s other C2C properties in Long Beach include 
a five-unit apartment building and a four-bedroom 
single family home. HOPE and its partners currently 
serve 28 students at these three locations.

Community members interested in supporting the mission of HOPE can find out 
more information on how to volunteer, attend future events, or donate at 

www.hope-homes.org.

Front yard of HOPE’s newest College to Career Homes on Clark Avenue.

Current residents of HOPE’s newest housing on Clark Avenue. 



 

REDONDO AVE  
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Detach and mail to 21231 Hawthorne Blvd, Torrance, CA 90503 or donate at www.hope-homes.org. 

 Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State:                               Zip: 

Email: 

Phone: 

Gi  Item:_____________________________      

Price:         $25         $50         $100         $250         : _____        

      Please charge my credit card. 

      MasterCard        Visa       Discover       AmEx   

 Card #: 

 Exp. Date:                    Sec. Code: 

                                            

               

                                                            

 Count me in! I want to help create stable, affordable housing. 

Contribute to HOPE’s campaign as  
it raises $200K to renovate 

newly acquired homes  
in Long Beach 

SUPPORT THE 
CAUSE 



RODENTS
Gophers
Squirrels
Mice
Rats

BIRDS
Pigeons
Swallows
Waterfowl

TRAPPING
Raccoons
Skunks
Opossums
Coyotes

SPECIALTY
Bats
Rabbits
Snakes

INSECTS
Bees
Wasps
Ants
Spiders
Termites

Call us today for a FREE Consultation

www.CritterBustersInc.com
(800) 273-6059

PROUD PARTNERS OF 
CREATING INDEPENDENCE 
WITH HOPE AND HARBOR 
REGIONAL CENTER 

AacresCalifornia.com
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After the Lanterman Act passed in 1969, 
California took action to gradually eliminate these 
developmental centers in favor of more personalized 
care. As outlined in the Lanterman Act, “People with 
developmental disabilities have the right to services 
and support to enable them to live an independent 
life.” Developmental centers have since given way 
to the regional center system that is state-funded, 
but privately operated by 21 autonomous nonprofit 
organizations. 

For HOPE’s 24-Hour Residential Care Home in 
Northridge, the North Los Angeles Regional Center 
has been instrumental in setting these women up 
for success. Regional centers use a person-centered 
approach to help plan, access, and coordinate the 
services and support that their clients need. They 
contract with nonprofit and for-profit organizations, 
to provide those services to individuals with 

2 4  H O U R 
How Individualized Care and a Sense 
of Home Transforms the Lives of Adults 
with Developmental Disabilities

R E S I D E N T I A L  C A R E

By Erica Stiglmeier 

Residents living at  
HOPE’s 24-Hour  
Residential Care Home  
in Northridge gather 
 each Wednesday to plan 

 their upcoming week. They meet in the  
living room to discuss with staff where they  
want to go and how they want to be involved in  
the community. On some days it’s bowling and mini 
golf, and on others it’s trips to Santa Monica or the 
Discovery Museum. 

Each resident has their unique interests and desires: 
Jerilyn and Rachael love singing, Nadine enjoys 
playing music, while Christine is a fan of watching 
movies. The onsite staff from Community Providers of 
Enrichment Services (CPES) strives to fill each of their 
days with engaging activities. 

CPES is a behavioral health agency that provides 
services to people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (I/DD). Their goal at 
HOPE’s home in Northridge is to not only empower 
Jerilyn, Christine, Nadine, and Rachel to get 
involved in the community but also to exercise their 
independence to the fullest extent of their abilities. 
Six years ago this wasn’t possible, as all four of the 
women previously lived in Fairview Developmental 
Center, one of the last three state-run institutions 
to house people with I/DD. Each of them lived in 
Fairview since childhood or adolescence. 

“The home setting helped stabilize these women. They have their 
neighborhood, their home, and their own rooms.”

Rachael hanging 
out with her CPES 

support staff as 
they prepare for the 

day’s activities. 
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developmental disabilities, and they 
arrange, fund, and monitor those 
service providers that assist their 
clients in maintaining prosperous lives.

For the women that live here, success 
looks like freedom of choice. They 
choose their activities and hobbies 
while being supported by onsite staff. 
Daily outings and weekly trips to places 
like aquariums and the Queen Mary all 
serve to continually engage the residents 
in their community, while also encouraging 
personal interests and exploration. 

 “The home setting has also helped provide a 
normalized environment for these women,” says 
Monique Witherspoon, Residential Administrator at 
CPES. “They have their neighborhood, their home, and 
their own rooms.”

These vibrant daily routines, coupled with a stable 
home environment, have produced an increased 
quality of life for all four residents – most notably 
Jerilyn. Born in Detroit, Jerilyn had been in the 
developmental center from a very young age before 

moving into her HOPE home. When she entered 
this new housing, she did not speak and rarely 
participated in community activities. However, after 
only a year, she became the group’s social butterfly 
who likes to sing and cook dinner. Jerilyn’s brother 
is amazed by how much she’s flourished since 
transitioning to the HOPE home. “She talks more and 
is so much more sociable,” he says. “The program 
provided to them by this team has been crucial to her 
continued development.” 

For Jerilyn, Christine, Nadine, and Rachel, choice 
and independence have encouraged positive 
change. Increased autonomy has opened a world 
of community engagement, which may not have 
otherwise been experienced. This home is a perfect 
example of how with the right partnerships between 
organizations like HOPE, CPES, and North Los Angeles 
Regional Center we can together continue to create 
life-enhancing housing options for people with 
developmental disabilities. 

It is through the generosity of donors that new homes will continue to be created and future residents will have 
the opportunity to experience freedom, growth, and greater independence. To support our cause, join HOPE’s 
sustaining gift program, Mission Makers. For as little as $10 per month you can help make the dream of living 

with dignity and independence come true for HOPE’s next resident.
Visit www.hope-homes.org for more information

HOPE’s 
24-Hour 

Residential 
Care Home in 

Northrdge, CA.

Jerilyn 
lounges in 

her favorite 
recliner. 
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T O U R N A M E N T  G U I D E

O C T O B E R  2 2
Old Ranch Country Club
3 9 0 1  L a m p s o n  A v E N U E
Se  a l  B e a c h ,  CA   9 0 7 4 0

11TH ANNUNAL 
CHARITY GOLF 

CLASSIC
C R E AT I N G
INDEPENDENCE
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Once again, HOPE is delighted to host our 
11th Annual Charity Golf Classic that to 
date has raised more than $1.2 million 
to support our mission. This year the 
event takes place at Old Ranch Country 

Club in Seal Beach, California, for a spectacular day 
of golf, food & drinks, silent auctions, opportunity 
drawings, and prizes.  All proceeds benefit HOPE for 
the acquisition and rehabilitation of future homes.   

Players enjoy fun contests, a wonderful lunch, and 
beverages throughout the day. The evening’s awards 
ceremony also provides guests with the opportunities 
to win fabulous items in our raffle. 

schedule of 

ACTIVITIES

9:00 AM 

10:45 AM

11:00 AM

4:00 PM

5:30 PM

7:30 PM

•	  Golf Player Registration Open
•	  Opportunity Drawing and Raffle  
	  Tickets Sales Begin
•	  Driving Range Open

•	  Golf Tournament Kick-off: Rob  
	 Fukuzaki, Weekday Sports Anchor  
	 for ABC7 Eyewitness  News 

•	  Shotgun Start 
•	  Lunch Served on the Cart 

•	  Tournament Play Concludes
•	  Cocktail Lounge Open, Jazz Band,  
	  and Hors d’oeuvres 

•	  Tournament Dinner and “Creating  
	  Independence Program” with Master  
	  of Ceremonies Rob Fukuzak
•	  Program Speakers
•	  Tournament Winners Announced  
	  and Awards Presented
•	  Winners of Raffles and Opportunity  
	  Drawings for Palm Beach, Pebble  
	  Beach, and Carmel Trips Are  
	  Announced

•	  Tournament Dinner Concludes 

THANK YOU TO HOPE
FOR DRIVING SUCCESS

IN THE COMMUNITY

ICB.BIZ   |   562.436.9800
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HOPE makes
the world a 
better place.



Strauss Institute Certified Mediator 
and Arbitrator

Estate and Special Needs Planning 
Trust and Estate Administration
Trust Litigation and Probates
Guardianships/Conservatorships

Proud parent of Special Needs 
Regional Center Client and H.O.P.E. 
Resident

WWW.VELASCOLAWGROUP.COM | 562-432-5541

SINDEE M. SMOLOWITZ, ESQ.
sindee@velascolawgroup.com

JASON E. GUERRA, ESQ.
jason@guerra-law.com

• Civil Litigation
• Business Litigation
• Employment Litigation
• Legal Malpractice Litigation

WWW.GUERRA-LAW.COM | 562-983-8052

11TH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF AND TENNIS CLASSIC 2018
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tournament 
VOLUNTEERS
tournament 
COMMITTEE

event 
VOLUNTEERS

It is impossible for HOPE employees alone to coordinate such a large and impactful event. A big thank you 
to our volunteers who each year help to make this annual tournament so special and wildly successful.  

James Frawley, 
Registered Principal, Westside Management 

Janet Nelson, 
Vice President, International City Bank

Robert Irlen, 
CFO & Corporate Counsel, Irlen Institute

Nori Dempsey, 
Dempsey Motorsports

Forrest C. Riopelle, 
Vice President, City National Bank

Andrew Borgic
Aprill Marshall
Barbara Robinson
Bob Turner
Brad Onomura
Cathy McConville
Cathy Mejia
Cindy Garcia 
Darcy Farias
Debbie Steffe
Denise Muscarella
Donnicus Cook 
Elena Viera
Erika Landeros
Gigi Thompson

Hiram Bond
Janet Nelson
Jasmine Buchanan
Jerald Garrett
Julian Cantu
Justine Nevarez
Kaye Quintero
Kelly Sutton
Kent Yamashiro
Liz Cohen-Zeboulon
Lupe Tamayo
Lyle Walter
Marilynn Sciame-Hoffie
Mary Celenza
Mary Hernandez

Mary Kaye Kilcullen
Mercedes Lowery
Mia Gurri
Michael Desantis
Michelle Mancera
Nancy Spiegel
Nick Carter
Patricia Flores
Rachel Signey
Rose Samaniego
Shanna Holzer
Sonia Gomez
Stacy Schafer
Tanisha Stewart
Virginia Newman



tournament 
SPONSORS

TITANIUM

PLATINUM DIAMOND

RUBY

PEARL

FOOD & DRINKS

GOLD

SAPPHIRE

BRONZE
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SILVER



master of  
CEREMONIES
HOPE is once again delighted to welcome  
Rob Fukuzaki as our emcee for this year’s event.
Rob Fukuzaki is the weekday sports anchor for ABC7 Eyewitness News, as well 
as host of special sports programming like Slam Dunk, Chargers pre- and post-
game shows, and Saturday Night Sports. When Rob joined ABC7 in 1994, he 
became the first male Japanese-American TV anchor in Los Angeles local TV 
News.

Rob was born on July 4 in Torrance, California, but was raised in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, where his family relocated when he was 3 years old.

Rob graduated from Mid-Pacific Institute High School in Honolulu. He attended 
the University of La Verne in Southern California and earned a B.A. in Broadcast 
Journalism with an emphasis in radio and television. While at La Verne, Rob was 
chosen the university's Broadcaster of the Year 3 consecutive years. He also won 
several awards from the Southern California Broadcast Journalism Society.

Rob worked for the Top 40 radio station KXPW in Hawaii. In 1989, Rob began 
working part-time for KITV in Honolulu doing sports reporting. He eventually 
got a full-time slot working as the station's weekday sports reporter and 
weekend anchor. One of his more memorable assignments at KITV was an 
award-winning hour-long special on Sumo in Japan. The broadcast featured the 
three top-ranked wrestlers from Hawaii, including Grand Champion Akebono 
and Grand Champion Musashimaru.

Since joining ABC7, Rob has done a great deal of work for the community, 
hosting charity events and emceeing benefit dinners. In 1997, Rob - along with 
his friends and family - founded the Heads Up Youth Foundation, of which Rob is 
the chairman. The goal of the foundation is to assist disadvantaged youths in the 
Southland through sports programs. For more info visit their website at   
www.headsupyouthfoundation.org.

HOPE  JOURNAL 201822



11TH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC

IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

LONG BEACH | SAN FRANCISCO | SEATTLE | ANCHORAGE | HONG KONG
WWW.KYL.COM

,

HOPE
Charity Golf Classic
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opportunity 
DRAWING

CARMEL 
 C A L I F O R N I A

PEBBLE BEACH 
 V A C A T I O N

WIN A 5 NIGHTS FOR 2 
VACATION AT THE HIGHLANDS 
INN,  A HYATT RESIDENCE 
CLUB RESORT
Specific Dates Offered:  
Mar 12 - 16, 2019
Stay in a one bedroom condo in 
beautiful Carmel, California. 

Donated by Elyse Kaiser

WIN 2 NIGHTS FOR 2 IN A 
BEAUTIFUL, OCEAN VIEW ROOM 
AT THE INN AT SPANISH BAY 
Including a round of golf for two at The 
Links at Spanish Bay and another round 
of golf  for two at Pebble Beach. 

Donated by Bob McGuire, 
CEO, Pathway, Inc.

PALM BEACH 
 F L O R I D A
WIN A WEEK STAY FOR 2 AT THE  
PALM BEACH SHORES RESORT 
AND VACATION VILLAS
Specific Dates Offered:  
Mar 3 - 10, 2019
Stay at this ocean front, full service resort 
on Singer Island, 5 miles from West Palm 
Beach.  Includes a $1,000 gift card. 

Donated by Maureen De Leon

Proud sponsor of the 
  . 

HOPE 
11th Annual Charity Golf 

Classic 
 . 

Congratulations! 



Supporting Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

Stronger with Shield

Incontinence    Enteral Nutrition    Ostomy    Urological    Wound Care 

www.shieldhealthcare.com
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Celebrating
      Caregiving

CONNECT WITH US

To place an order for home medical supplies, please call us today at 800.210.7153
We accept Medi-Cal, Medicare and most health plans.

of our customers would recommend 
Shield HealthCare to friends and family.98%

*2018 annual customer satisfaction survey conducted by 
Press Ganey Associates, Inc.
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  Brown & Brown Insurance Services of Southern California
Proud to further the goals of HOPE

Sco   Murphy

714-221-1829 | smurphy@bbsocal.com | www.bbsocal.com

At Brown & Brown our unique culture enables us to quickly chase down new opportuni  es, adapt our 
products and services to best meet market demands, and sa  sfy our clients.

Property & Casualty Focused
Our Commerical team takes a mul� disciplined approach 
toward insurance and business risk management, providing 
comprehensive reviews of your company’s exis� ng policies 
to ensure that you are truly covered for all of the exposures 
you face in the workplace.

Employee Bene ts Focused
Our Bene t team works with your company to maximize 
bene t value while minimizing bene t cost, ensuring the 
compe� � veness of your Bene t Health and Welfare pro-
gram within the marketplace.

Personal & Private Client Focused
Our Private Client team specializes in  nding the right price, 
coverage, and service for all your personal needs to ensure 
that your property, collec� ons, vehicles, and everything 
else of importance to you have appropriate coverage levels 
to protect their full replacement value.

We are insurance professionals serving you and your organiza  on in a consulta  ve manner, working 
as an extension of your risk management team. Our goal is to expand on your exis  ng coverage while 
con  nuing to lower your premiums. 

Our customers are our purpose. They inspire us to perform.

Full Service Agency
• Workers Compensa� on
• General Liability
• Property Liability
• Execu� ve Liability (Directors & Offi  cers Insurance)
• Professional Liability (Errors & Omissions)
• Provider Stop Loss and HMO
• Employment Prac� ces Liability (EPLI Insurance)
• Medical Professional Liability (Malprac� ce)
• Cyber & Privacy
• Inland Marine
• Excess Liability
• Pollu� on
• Commerical Auto
• Umbrella
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Thank you for your interest in our mission, and welcome to HOPE’s FY 2017/18 Impact Report. It 
has been quite an eventful 12 months with HOPE moving offices, acquiring and renovating new 
housing, expanding staff and capacity, hosting two grand opening ceremonies, and reflecting on the 

completion of our “80 by 18” goal!

Meeting this goal, launched in 2014, of housing “80 additional residents by the end of 2018” was an 
important promise to keep to our donors, strategic business partners and future residents. Our mission is 
powered by community trust and support. So let me take a moment here to thank my team, our Board of 
Directors, volunteers, and donors who have contributed to this achievement.  

However, we are not stopping there. The affordable housing crisis is still one the most pressing issues facing 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DDs). In California, 80% of the total population of 
people with I/DD are living at family homes and receiving services directly integrated into the community. 
This is quite a remarkable step forward for a system that, just a few years back, housed hundreds of people 
with I/DDs in state-run institutions. Now that the regional center system has done such an outstanding job 
moving services into the community, the housing industry must be ready to provide the needed safe, stable, 
and affordable homes for these thousands of people living with aging parents, siblings or care-givers when 
they become no longer able to care for them in the family home. 

This is the challenge that HOPE steps up to address. During the 2017-2018 fiscal year, we purchased three 
new properties in the City of Long Beach in partnership with the Long Beach Community Investment 
Corporation and Harbor Regional Center to serve 13 new residents; we finished renovations on three 
homes which are move-in ready. This year we also launched our Aging in Place program: as an effort to 
ensure that our existing homes are made increasingly accessible, so that current residents can continue to 
live there even as they become more frail or require support with mobility.  

Welcome to Our 

impact

10 th  
Annual

Gol f  
C lassic

Lawn to 
Garden 
Serv ice 

Day

Ribbon 
Cutting of
Rosecrans
Housing
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Beyond this, we continue to research and explore innovative ways to 
identify financing models and partnerships to create the varied housing 
types that people with I/DD need. This past year we began discussions 
with several housing developers with experience in developing 
affordable apartment communities funded through federal tax credits. 
We are actively looking at ways to set-aside units in these larger 
developments to service individuals with I/DD. 

It’s going to take many hands pulling in the same direction to meet this 
growing need for housing, especially in the current housing climate. 
Some estimates put our state at more than 1.8 million units short of 
needed affordable homes for people with low to moderate income. This 
shortage acutely affects individuals with I/DD who are living on fixed 
incomes or minimum wages.

This is why our contributors mean so much to us. This year HOPE received 
more than $400K in grant support from the foundation community. With 
your help we raised $180K through last year’s 10th Annual Charity Golf 
Classic. Volunteers at HOPE gave more than 600 hours of direct service 
to our various programs. These streams of support, combined with other 
fundraising campaigns and increased operational revenue, has allowed 
HOPE to not only purchase new properties and renovate existing ones, 
but also allowed us to bring on new staff.   New staff positions enable our 
organization to make an even greater housing impact in the community.  
So thank you for making this possible. 

Finally, we are proud to be an advocate statewide for the need to rapidly 
increase the creation of affordable housing for people with I/DD. That 
is why we have continued our commitment to the coordination of the 
Lanterman Housing Alliance and the Long Beach Affordable Housing 
Developers’ Roundtable as well as taking on work with the Los Angeles 
County Commission on Disabilities. 

We cannot address the affordable housing shortage alone. I invite you 
to continue your support for our cause or get involved for the first time! 
Our mission is an important one. 

Kristin Martin, Executive Director

HOPE Board of Directors

HOPE Staff

Contact Us

OFFICERS

Barbara Robinson, President

Rhiannon Acree, Vice President

Bob Irlen, Treasurer

Nori Dempsey, Secretary

MEMBERS

Kelly Sutton

Kristine Engels

Mead Duley

Robert Wasserman

Sandra Teodoro

Kristin Martin, Executive Director

Denise Fanelli, Associate Director

Charles DeCuir, Director of 
Finance & Operations

Alice Vincent, Accounting Manager

Jasmine Buchanan, Accounting 
and Compliance Analyst 

Rosie Diaz, Project Manager

Jennifer Byram, Manager of 
Donor Relations

Ian Nevarez, Manager of 
Community Relations 

Patty Evans, Consultant

Donnicus Cook, Consultant

Email: info@hope-homes.org

Toll Free: (877) 311-HOPE

Home Ownership for Personal 
Empowerment, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
organization that relies on the 
generosity of donors to sustain its 
mission and programs.  
(EIN# 33-0618316)





Empowering Individuals with Developmental Disabilities Since 1959

825 Magnolia Avenue, Corona, CA 92879   •   www.PeppermintRidge.org

Peppermint Ridge
honors

the dedicated service
that HOPE provides

to individuals
with

developmental
disabilities.

 

Pathway Inc. 
Supported Living / Custom Endeavors 

Congratulations HOPE! 

Success can be attributed to  
dedication, commitment and a 

strong positive partnership  
within the community. 

 
 

287 W. Orange Show Lane 

San Bernardino, CA 92408     
(909) 890-1070 
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thank 
HOP   E ' S  J U LY  2 0 1 7 - J U N E  2 0 1 8  D ONO   R S
$20,000 TO $200,000
Bank of the West Foundation   
Colleen Mock   
Del Harbor Foundation   
Mercedes Lowery   
Ricardo and Minnie Banos   
Rose Hills Foundation   
Social Vocational Services   
The Ahmanson Foundation   
UniHealth Foundation   

$10,000 TO $19,999 
Ambitions   
California MENTOR   
City National Bank - Long Beach   
Integrated Life, LLC   
Kaiser Permanente South Bay 
Medical Center   
Patricia Del Monico   

$5,000 TO $9,999
Bess J. Hodges Foundation
Cambrian Homecare
Embassy Management, LLC
Life Steps Foundation
Robert Irlen
Union Bank Foundation
So Cal Office Technologies     

$1,000 TO $4,999
Alipio Quality Homes   
Anthony Pritzker Family 
Foundation   
Appleby Property Management   
Ariel Resurreccion   
Brown & Brown Insurance 
Services of California, Inc.   
Centinela Feed Inc.   
Community Provider of 
Enrichment Services, Inc.   

Darrin Freeman   
De Leon Billy, Inc.   
Del Sol Homes, Inc.   
Dempsey Motorsports   
Digital Security Services, Inc.   
Dilworth Construction   
Diverse Journeys, Inc.   
Douglas Bystry   
Dungarvin California, LLC   
Easter Seals Southern California   
Frank Koa   
Global Mobility USA   
Gonzalez Construction Co.   
Graphics and Designs Plus   
Hal's Circle of Friends   
Harris Financial Advisors   
Hi-Hopes, Inc.   
Hinricher, Douglas & Cousino LLP   
HK Lighting   
Iris Verastigue-Montinola   
Jones Lang LaSalle   
King's Hawaiian   
L. Morgan Stanley   
Long Beach Community 
Foundation   
Marissa Mashburn   
Mary Celenza   
Michael Ray Gammon   
National Financial Realty   
Nevonen Family Foundation   
Optomize Wealth Management   
Pamela Muir   
Paul Barrow   
R.O.A.D.S. Foundation   
Ricardo Perdomo   
Sandra K. Benson-Taylor   
Sindee M. Smolowitz   
Southern California Behavioral 
Counseling   

Strategic Designs Insurance 
Services   
Umina Brothers, Inc.   
Velasco Law Group   
Westside Financial Management   
Windes   

$500 TO $999
AIM Living Services   
Americana Termite Company   
Annabelle Agliam   
Barbara Robinson   
Bella Clare Home Inc.   
Care Plus Home Care, Inc.   
Comprehensive Health Care, Inc.   
D'Escoto West, Inc.   
Edward Kutik   
Elisabeth Lockerby   
Enright & Ocheltree, LLP   
Espitia Benicio   
Gary Geer   
Grace Paulino   
Guy O'Connor   
InJoy Life Resources   
Jack Cline   
Joseph De Leon   
John Luksetich
Juliette Gabel   
Justin Home Care Inc.   
Lee Yoseloff   
LSF - SoCal Adult Services, Inc.   
Melinda Sullivan   
Musick, Peeler & Garrett   
National Support Services, Inc.   
O Skin Medical Corporation   
Pacific Core Wellness Center 
Beltran Chiropractic, Inc.   
Park Lane Home Inc.   
Park Lane Home   

Pioneer Homes of California, Inc.   
Plaza De Madrid   
Rhiza Pascua   
Rich Darvey   
Robilyn Guest Homes, Inc.   
Studebaker Home / RSM Homes, 
Inc.   
Tami Orosz   
Terence Kennedy   
Wasserman Commercial Real 
Estate   
West Coast Care Agency   

$100 TO $499
Admiral Hospice Care, Inc.   
Alex S. Pineda   
Alice Vincent   
Alliance Human Services, Inc.   
Amanda Jones   
Amy Westling   
Ana Osborne   
Anna Leah Ting   
Antoinette Perez   
Arelis Matos   
Barbara Lee Cox   
Barbara Rosen   
Barbara Schlosser   
Behavior Endeavors   
Benjamin Kim   
Berenice Batiz   
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices   
Bjoern Petersen   
Blake Christian   
Brenda Cortes-Suarez   
Brenda J Bane   
Candalaria Bautista   
Canyon Verde   
Carina Montes   
Carmine Manicone   
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Cathy Lugo   
Central Valley Regional Center   
Cheryl Gage   
Chris Sinfield   
Cindy Garcia   
Clare L. Miller   

Claudia Lopez   
Critter Busters   
Cynthia Montero   
Dae Ho Suk   
Dale Duncan   
Dana Delman   

Daniel Quintana   
Dee Prescott   
Deleon Homes
Denise Muscarella   
Dinora Moran   
Dorla Watson   

Eddie Gonzales   
Emely & Simon Lek   
Endina Gonzalez   
Erica Magony   
Erika Braxton-White   
Erika Castillo   

I N  SP  E C I A L  R E CO  G N I T I ON   O F

AMBASSADORS 5 CIRCLE 
MEMBERS

The Ambassadors 5 Circle is a special cadre of HOPE friends and donors who share a commitment to our 
residents.  To become a member, an individual or their company can make an unrestricted gift of $5,000 
or more to support our cause. 

Special thanks to Sindee Smolowitz, Chair of the Ambassadors 5 Steering Committee, and Honorary 
Committee Members, Ricardo and Minnie Banos, Robert Irlen, and Mercedes Lowery, for their 
extraordinary efforts in the initiation of this important effort.

Alan and Janie Honeycutt
Barbara Robinson
Darrin Freeman
Dee Prescott, Easter Seals 
Southern California
Doc and Susan Rivers
Ed Dawson, Social Vocational 
Services
Ed Parker
Greater Los Angeles New 
Dealers Association
Jack Darakjian, Modern 
Support Services
James Artiano, Artiano & 
Associates

James Frawley, Westside 
Financial Management
Janet Thomas
John and Meredith Rea
Kristine Engels, Life Steps 
Foundation
Marissa Mashburn
Mary Celenza
Mary Grace Lagasca, In Joy Life 
Resources
Maureen De Leon, Deleon Homes
Meir and Fern Snir
Mercedes Lowery
Nancy Bargmann
Nicole Douglas, Hinricher, 
Douglas & Cousino LLP

Pamela Muir
Patricia Del Monico
Patricia Siegel
Rhiannon Acree, Cambrian 
Homecare
Ricardo and Minnie Banos
Robert Bethel
Robert Irlen
Robert Wasserman, Wasserman 
Commercial Real Estate
Sandy Hammersmark
Sindee Smolowitz, Velasco Law Firm
Todd McIntosh
Wayne and Nori Dempsey
Wendy Sorel

M E M B E R S

  CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE 
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Forrest Riopelle   
Frank Conterno   
Frank Tom Sheets   
Gail Taylor  MA  
Gary Lindman   
Gary Tani   
Gene Matsuda   
George Stevens   
George Walker   
Giselle Crow   
Gordon Tellinghuisen   
Greg Tennyson  Jr.  
Guaranty Escrow   
Guy Nicio   
Harvey Beesen   
Heather Flores   
Hiroshi Kira   
Ian Arthur Nevarez   
Innovative Housing Opportunities   
International City Bank   
James Artiano   
James Bodel   
James Frawley   
Janice Smithwick   
Jason Howard Guidry   
Jim Flores   
Jim Haney   
Joe Giacomin   
Johanna Duran   
John Betham   
Jon Lum   
Jordin Anderson   
Jose Macias   
Josefina Lizardi   
Judy Wada   
Keesal, Young & Logan   
Keith Penman   
Kevin Herink   
Kim Totten   
Kirk Oshinomi   
Kristin Martin   
Larry Acree   

Laura Broderick   
Laura Gonzalez   
Leonard Rick Travis   
Lina Yuan   
Lisa Roberts   
Liz Cohen-Zeboulon   
L'Opera   
Louise Soe   
Luis M Bridgewater   
Lyle Walter   
Malcolm Griffin   
Maria Arredondo   
Maria Dolca Bosch   
Maria Rivas   
Maribel Pena   
Martin Family Enterprises, Inc.   
Mary Lou Weise-Stusser   
Mary Hernandez   
Melina Casillas   
Melissa Ly   
Michael Croke   
Michael Sears   
Miguel Castillo   
Mike Weber   
Modern Support Services   
Monica Sifuentes  M.D.  
Nancy Bargmann   
Nancy Spiegel   
Nathaly Stuessy   
Norma Delgado   
Olivia Balcao   
Oslu, Inc.   
Patricia Paris Appleby   
Patricia Zalenski   
Paul Ohlmann   
Paul Velasco   
Paul Winchell   
Paula Luna   
PBF Energy   
Phil Appleby   
Raymond Juarez  Jr.  
Reggie De Guzman   

Reginald Gordon   
Rhiannon Acree   
Richard Saldana   
Rob Fukuzaki   
Robert Colacion   
Robert Dewitt   
Robert McGuire   
Robert Mosher   
Robert Young   
Ron Honeycutt   
Ronald Kaichi   
Ronald Tanaka   
Rosemary Pimentel   
Rusty Clarke   
Saidy Espadas   
Shella Manalang   
Shiela Ana Fabian   
Shield Healthcare Centers, Inc.   
Sira Hamichart   
Sri Moedjono Schuster  M.D.  
Stacy Schafer   
Sue Zelaya   
Susan Berenbaum Methven   
Susan King   
Suzanne Licht   
Terri Nishimura   
The Baylor Group, Inc.   
Thomas Conroy   
Thomas Hoffman   
Timothy Elliott   
Tom Papadakis   
Vilma Caluag   
Vincent Sanchez   
Virginia Newmann-Cervantes   
William Lippert   
William Rea   

IN KIND DONATIONS
American Golf Corporation - 
Heartwell Golf Course
Aquarium of the Pacific
Beachwood BBQ and Brewing

Corina De Leon
Disney
Eaton's Golf Shop
Grammy Museum
Guaranty Escrow
Harbor Regional Center
Hornblower Cruises & Events
IN-N-OUT Burger
Island Packers Cruises
James Alcantara
James Frawley
Judy Wada
Kelly Sutton
King's Fish House
La Mirada Theatre
Lagunitas Brewing Co.
Long Beach Symphony Orchestra
L'Opera
Mary Celenza
Melinda Sullivan
Mickey's Deli and Pizzeria
Nori Dempsey
Original Giuliano's Delicatessen 
and Bakery
P.F. Chang's - Long Beach
PVPA Conservatory
Pasadena Playhouse
Robert McGuire, Pathway
Salt Optics
Santa Anita Park
Six Flags Magic Mountain
The Ice House
The Red Leprechaun
Trader Joe's - Torrance
Westside Financial Management

HOP   E  APP   R E C I AT E S  I T S  S U S TA I N I N G 
D ONO   R S  I N  T H E  M I SS  I ON   MA  K E R S 
P R O G R AM   
We are pleased to recognize these individuals who provide steady 
financial support to HOPE throughout the year. These contributions 
make a tremendous difference in lives our residents. Thank you! HOPE, INC.

MAY YOU ENJOY 
CONTINUED SUCCESS!

HERE'S TO ALL YOU DO!



HOPE, INC.
MAY YOU ENJOY 

CONTINUED SUCCESS!

HERE'S TO ALL YOU DO!

ONE WILSHIRE BOULEVARD
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90017

(213) 629-7600

WWW.MUSICKPEELER.COM
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In a year of so much activity and progress toward our objectives, it is difficult to select our 
favorite highlights to share. Foremost on all of our minds is that it is because of our donors, 
colleagues, volunteers and corporate partners that we are even able to announce these 
accomplishments. So thank you for enabling our mission!

HOPE purchased three new properties in Long Beach that 
will house 11 people with developmental disabilities.
HOPE finished renovation on two 24 Hour Residential 
Care Homes in Carson that our now home to 6 people 
with increased medical or behavioral needs. 
HOPE hosted two grand opening and ribbon cuttings to 
celebrate the completion of our our newest College-to-
Career Housing for 14 students attending Long Beach City 
College and Independent Living Homes in Norwalk for 
four new residents who moved into their own apartments 
for the first time. 
Forty-five volunteers completed 630 hours of service in 
support of our cause through administrative and event 
coordination assistance. These contributions are valued at 
more than $15,554.
HOPE’s 10th Annual Charity Golf & Tennis Classic raised 
more than $180K to provide additional affordable, stable 
homes for people with developmental disabilities 
HOPE was awarded more than $380,000 in grants to 
support our mission to create stable, affordable homes for 
people with developmental disabilities. 
HOPE hired a new Director of Housing Development & 
Asset Management, Daryl James.
HOPE continues to be active participants in the 
coordination of the Lanterman Housing Alliance and the 
Long Beach Affordable Housing Developers Roundtable. 

















highlights 
2017-2018
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financials & stats 
AT A GLANCE

STATEMENT OF F INANCIAL POSITION

Current Assets	 $ 2,593,370
Land Building and Equipment Net of 
Depreciation

$ 44,610,562

Other Long Term Assets $ 1,484,903

Total Assets $ 48,688,835

Current Liability $ 1,442,141

Long Term Liability	 $ 28,991,459

Total Liabilities $ 30,433,600

Total Assets $ 18,255,235

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FYE 2017

Total Revenue $ 4,586,484
Total Expense $ 3,977,222

Change in Net Asset	 $ 609,292

GROWTH IN FIXED ASSETS (PROPERTIES)

CURRENT MARKET VALUES

$50.0 IN MILL IONS

$40.0

$30.0

$20.0

$10.0

$0.0

$15

FY 10/11 FY 11/12 FY 12/13 FY 13/14 FY 14/15 FY 15/16 FY 16/17

$21

$30
$34 $36

$41

$49

PROPERTY LOAN TO MARKET VALUE

PROPERTY ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE

 Bank or  Government
 Unencumbered 

 Apprec ia ted

 Purchase Pr ice  

Total  Value: 
$54,662,487

Total  Value: 
$54.6 

Million

$25,185,161

46%
$29,477,326

54%

$9.2

$41.7

$60.0

$50.0

$40.0

$30.0

$20.0

$10.0

$0.0
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meet the board   
P R O F I L E S

Barbara Robinson, President
Barbara has a long history with HOPE and the 
developmental disabilities services system, 
and she currently serves as HOPE's Board 
Vice President. Barbara is very familiar with 
our resident population, having worked in 
a developmental center, various regional 
centers, and as a consultant to regional 

centers in a variety of capacities--from client fiscal management 
to the creation of various training modules. Barbara lives with her 
husband in Huntington Beach and enjoys retirement by volunteering 
for a variety of community and international nonprofit organizations. 

Rita Teodoro, Member
Rita is a long time Board Member and HOPE 
resident who lives with her housemate in 
HOPE's Bellflower triplex.  Rita has been living 
in her current HOPE residence for 6 years. Rita 
is self-described as a very social person. She 
has been working with the same Life Steps 
SLS (supportive living service) provider for 
nearly 20 years now, and she is very proud 

of her independence. Rita has two adult daughters and one grandson 
with whom she enjoys spending time. Rita also enjoys time with her 
long-time boyfriend engaging in activities like dining out, shopping, 
and sightseeing. 

Rhiannon Acree, Vice President
As a long time donor and committee 
member at HOPE, we are proud to welcome 
Rhiannon as the newest member of our 
Board of Directors. She is an individual 
with an unparalleled passion for service, a 
unique understanding of our industry, and 
an ardent dedication to the betterment of 

her community. She founded Cambrian Homecare, an agency with 
more than 1,000 employees who provide assistance to people who 
have developmental disabilities, HIV/AIDS, or are seniors or veterans 
who chose to have help at home. The Long Beach Chamber of 
Commerce recently recognized her as the 2015 Entrepreneur of 
the Year.

Mead Duley, Member
Mead has been with the HOPE Board for more 
than 3 years and is a resident of Torrance.  
Currently Mead is employed at American 
Honda Motor Company where he has worked 
as a shipping and receiving clerk for several 
years. Mead has a love for sports, including 
bowling, basketball, baseball, and track 
among others. He participates as an athlete in 

Special Olympics events on a regular basis.

Robert Irlen, Treasurer
Bob currently serves the Board as its 
President.  He has worked extensively with 
the Harbor Regional Center (HRC) Board, 
also having served as its President, and 
currently serves as a HRC Board Advisor. 
Bob lives in Long Beach with his family, 
including his wife Helen and son David, and 

he works as the CFO and corporate counsel for the Irlen Institute 
which treats a visual perceptual dysfunction for people with 
learning disabilities, light sensitivity, and migraines among other 
conditions. More information about the Irlen institute can be found at  
www.irlen.com.   

Kelly Sutton, Member
Kelly is a member of HOPE’s Board and has 
participated at a variety of HOPE events over the 
past several years. Currently she works at the 
Harbor Regional Center as the Client Advocate 
where she assists both clients and families in 
finding appropriate resources and information 
at the HRC Resource and Assistive Technology 
Center. Kelly participates in regular meetings of 

the Client Advisory Committee and notes that she truly enjoys her role at 
HRC and appreciates the opportunities she has to assist HRC clients and 
families. Prior to working at HRC Kelly worked as a teacher's assistant at 
a local preschool. Kelly lives with her husband, Chris, in San Pedro. She 
enjoys spending time with family, and also enjoys outdoor activities such 
as biking and swimming.

Nori Dempsey, Secretary
Nori currently serves the Board as its 
Secretary. She is an active participant 
and volunteer for the HOPE Tournament. A 
graduate of Cornell University, Nori lives with 
her husband and three children in Rolling Hills 
Estates. Nori is very active with the South 
Bay Down Syndrome Association and hosts 

fundraising events on a regular basis at their business Pelican Parts. 
Nori enjoys playing tennis and spending time with her busy family. 
To learn more about the South Bay Down Syndrome Association visit 
www.SBDSA.org.

Robert Wasserman, Member
Robert is a HOPE Board Member who brings 
incredible real estate expertise to HOPE as the 
President and CEO of Wasserman Commercial 
Real Estate which specializes in commercial 
real estate services, office, and industrial 
consulting services, investment sales, and 
investment sales consulting services. More 
information about Wasserman Commercial 

Real Estate can be found at www.wassermancre.com.
Kristine Engels, Member
Kristine Engels joined the HOPE board in 2018. 
She is the current CEO of Life Steps Foundation 
located in Long Beach, CA, where she oversees 
over twenty programs that provide services 
to various disabled populations and serves 
clients from seven different regional centers. 
Ms. Engels has amassed over 40 years of 
experience helping children and adults who 

have developmental disabilities. You can find out more about Life Steps 
foundation at http://www.lifestepsfoundation.org.
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Get the results you want and need 
 

• Lanterman Act compliant. 
• Experienced, fluent and efficient. 
• Fast turnaround with no hidden fees. 
• Discount rates based on volume. 
• No expansion costs, we quote an exact price 

based on the source language. 
• After hours phone line available for last-minute 

requests. 
• Courtesy appointment confirmation with consumers 

on scheduled assignments. 
 

We are vendored with 13 Regional Centers in California 
and have been providing translation and interpretation 
services in all languages since 1990. 
We have extensive experience in the following: 

• Annual Reviews 
• IPP    IFSP     IEP 
• Nursing/Intake Assessments 
• Occupational/Speech Therapy 
• Orientations 
• Parent/Public Meetings 
• Psych Evals 
• Workshops 

 

 

VENDOR NUMBERS: 

INTERPRETING: P56985 
TRANSLATIONS: PD3155 

 

 

  (818) 861-7844             org@LRAusa.com 

www.LRAinterpreters.com 

 1405 N. San Fernando Blvd. # 202, Burbank, CA 91504 
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I N D E P E N D E N C E 
T H R O U G H  H O U S I N G

HOPE Housing Makes the Dream of Independence 
Come True for Resident & Her Family

By Ian Nevarez

“She pays all of her bills online,” Emily’s mother 
Tammy chimes in, “She’s really good about rent. She’s 
on it and doing it all on her own.”

Emily sits in the living room of her new HOPE 
Independent Living Home with her mother and father 
Tom. She is polite and friendly and eager to speak about 
her recent move, her increased independence, and her 
next big steps in life. 

For many parents, there is no guarantee that their 
children with developmental disabilities will grow up 

to live on their own. For Emily, her journey to acquire 
affordable housing and achieve greater self-reliance 
was not a straight path. “Earlier in Emily’s life we really 
questioned if she could live independently,” Thomas, 
her father, says, “but the more she developed and got 
into programs like [College-to-Career], the more she 
grew into the young woman she is today. They prepared 
her to do things like this.”

Emily now shares a three-bedroom HOPE home in 
Norwalk with two roommates. Their rent comes out to 
no more than 1/3 of their income. They take care of their 
household chores and utilize supported living services 
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as needed through Harbor Regional Center. 
Adults with developmental disabilities have the same 
goals as anyone. They desire dignity and opportunity 
to grow into self-reliant members of their community. 
HOPE believes that housing is foundational to this 
journey. 

“A home means living independently,” says Emily. 

One way HOPE and its donors support this dream is 
through the College to Career program. C2C homes are 
designed to offer dorm-like housing near Long Beach 
City College for students with special needs. During 
Emily’s time in the program, from 2014-2016, she 
received a full range of both on-campus and residential 
supports. Staff members were available on site and on 
campus to provide additional academic counseling and 
assistance with independent living skills.

For Emily, the C2C program was the final step in her 
journey toward housing independence. Earlier in life, 
she benefited from a high school life-skills program 
that taught her budgeting and grocery shopping skills 
and the Torrance Transition program that taught her 
bus transportation and job readiness skills. Because 

of these programs, Emily is now thriving in her new 
environment. 

“I like to make my own meals in the kitchen and to 
water the yard,” she says, “and then in my personal 
time I enjoy writing in my journal, watching movies, or 
reading books.” 

Emily is now in the process of searching for a job—her 
next important life goal. Like many young adults who 
finish their college education and hope to enter the 
workforce, Emily is facing an uphill climb. “I’m still job 
hunting,” she admits. “I’m waiting to hear back from my 
last interview.” She is optimistic though and determined 
to find work in her chosen industry of retail. 

Tom is visibly proud of his daughter who has matured 
into an inspiring young woman.  “I think her new living 
situation—and the independence and responsibility of 
running a home that comes along with it—is what is 
now giving her the confidence to go out and find a job.” 
“That is how housing has influenced her,” he adds.

Emily’s future is truly bright. With the needed 
supported services through Harbor Regional Center and 
her stable, affordable housing through HOPE, she is on 
her way to living the life she always dreamed. “In the 
next few years, I’d like to be a married woman,” Emily 
shares, “and maybe taking care of my kids part-time and 
working part-time.”

HOPE believes in her ability to reach these goals, and 
we will be here every step of the way to ensure that her 
housing provides the stability needed to live life to the 
fullest. 

Unfortunately, HOPE has a list of more than 200 adults with developmental disabilities who 
are standing by for their chance to have a stable, affordable home to call their own. Join us in 
making their dreams a reality. Donate at: http://www.hope-homes.org/ways-to-give/donate/

Earlier in Emily’s life we really 
questioned if she could live 

independently, but the more she 
developed and got into programs 

like C2C, the more she grew into the 
young woman she is today. 

 – Tom, father

C   C 2 

COLLEGE  
TO CAREER 



Supporting individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities since 1978.

Visit us at svsinc.org
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M A R K E T P L A C E

DEMPSEY 
motorsports 

 

www.dempseymotorsports.com   
To advertise in HOPE’s Annual Journal and Tournament Guide,  

Call (310) 543-0139 or email info@hope-homes.org. 



M A R K E T P L A C E

310.265.0128• orders@gdppv.com  
23740 Hawthorne Blvd, Suite 101•Torrance, CA 90505

www.graphicsanddesignsplus.com

design + print + mail + web

PPBI.com

Pacific Premier Bank Proudly Sponsors

HOPE
11th Annual Golf Classic

Pacific Premier Bank is a registered trademark. All rights reserved.

#1 Reason: 
Golf in Retirement

harrisfinancial.net | 310.791.3226

“For all of your Real Estate needs & more... 

Call  Ricardo the Realtor.”

562.533.4003 cabre1847698

Andrew Dilfer, GLS

Executive Vice President, Partner

T 310.906.3280
C 310.963.6102
x
andrewd@kiddermathews.com

Lic# 01455665 2101 Rosecrans Avenue
Suite 1250
El Segundo, CA 90245

To advertise in HOPE’s Annual Journal and Tournament Guide,  
Call (310) 543-0139 or email info@hope-homes.org. 
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